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I'LL COKSIDER OR' Wf 



CHAP. I. 
A geherous Tw^ef% 



X REALLY fear my readers will begirt 
to think that I have quite lorgot the gay 
and enthusiastic Henry Denbigh, who 
a[)pears quite thrown by, without being^ 
pfiade any farther use of ; like poor Mrs, 
Hdget, ;in *' Tliinks I io myself y who, 
after being seemingly done with/ is 
VOL. III. 9 brou^t 
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brought forward in the last page, to let ud 
know that she died of ^' a cancer in her 
tongue- T' Cruel, cruel punishment ! aqd 
far beyond any offence that poor Mrs. 
Fi4g^» f Y^ ^^ upxuly ntember, could 
possiBly have committed, however much 
she might be given to a little country 
scandal and village gossipping. Better, 
far better, my good pi*edecessor, would 
it have been to have dropt her down, as 
inanimate as the kand of the child you 
saw declaimingy than have given her, 
even in fancy, a malady the most dread- 
ful of all in the whole catalogue of 
human miseries. 

It is often requisite, I know very well, 
as. an author of fictitious works, to kill or 
.banish a character which we want to get 
rid of, and cannot very well know how to 
prov ide for ; but as I cannot afford to 
part yet with Henry Denbigh, so I do 
not chvise to either kill him, or keep him 
always at Madeira. 

He 
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• He however remained there much 
longer than he intended, when he first 
set sail from England ; and he waited for 
the arrival of a sincere friend, a young 
man he had known from childhood, and 
who was expected every month to join 
his family, already stationed in Madeira. 

Henry was himself, also, so busily 
employed at his pen every day, nay 
every hour, which he could spare from 
company, and those acquaintance he had 
formed through the introduction of* his 
father's friend, that the time elapsed much 
<juicker than could be imagined, and he 
was astonished to reflect that he was now 
commencing another winter since his 
first departure from England. 

People are not gifted all alike with 
talents. Henry was by no means expert 
at counterfeiting the hand-writing of any 
one; but he now studied the art, and 
laboured diligently every day at it, till he 
became a perfect adept in the imitation 

B 2 of 
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Df one, the oniy cm^ he vis^^ to ciQ|>yi 
wfaicU Avas the .kia()cl*mitiog of his def*^ 
ceased father. 

The reason of oUt Ht< D^igb wishing 
bid son so ardenl^ly tp :altei|i this box of 
paperS) which oaly coiftained afewtettera^ 
and had bc^n left wkb ids friend^ ds lit 
onco touched at Madeira,- , was fronQ.bis 
knowing ;so wall tb^extremie iibe)*ality and 
geirecous feehng of th&ti j$on'$ db.^otiiiioa 
and heart : and there wer^ ip this box 
some very affecting letters from a.feioale 
relation. They represented^ in most senr 
sHbileand lively touches, the narrowiKiss of 
be; income) and intreated only Mr.- Deuh 
bigh's interest for b^r husband ; but that 
she and her faoaily had pecuniary diffiduiti^ 
also to struggle 'with was evident, though 
expressed with the utmost delicacy, and in 
refined language* Her mother, she said^ 
4)is own aunt, had charged her^ on ber 
death-bed, should she ever feel diatrrai, 
to apply to Mr. D^nbigbi b-jr nephew; 

who 
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wtib was already ki posaessioo of immeiiM 
wealthy to ivhkh he iVas daily adding* 
and ]^y she \m3 iveii assured, would 
Qbeerfully assist her. 

The letter^ whidi bore the latest date, 
vepreseiitai her and iier family i» a state uf « 
peeaaiarj embari^sBstiieDty almost border^ 
mg ma indigooce ; and yet, owing to iha 
»itoat:ik>ii of. life in whicH thay moved^ 
Mold not be amieliorated by the toils of 
bitkair^. or the ploddings of trade, and 
wherein the dress and appiearaoce of. 
g!MiliefoMa» musi unavoidably be kept up^ 
withoul ItbeiiM^am to support it. A ai-^ 
toatK» in* Itfis the most d is tresaing, little 
tboi}gbt.<^ by indiflTerent beholders^ 3ome- 
tum^ eveo. envied^ i^carce ever pitied^ 
(toiiib the most pitidhle of aoy^ 

Ttk^ relatiooaof Mr. Denbigh, who 
composed this. family, were totally ex* 
cbided Jr^m mij bequest whatever, m^ 
his i)iriU. Ill fai:ty they were not men- 
tioned. ^ all; hfi had only twa other 

B 3 relationfl^^ 



N 



€. I'll CONSXD£lt OF IT. 

relations by marriage uho were as rich 
as himself; to them, therefore, he only left 
ringd, and Henry, .his only child, was. 
his sole and undisputed heir. < , 

Henry, by dint of the most scrupulous 
enquiry^ soon found out that the fair 
UTiter qf the above mentioned letters, 
had long ceased to trouble or be troubled ; 
yet that her husband still lived in ob-< 
scurity, and he feared, in poverty* He 
therefore resolved' to forge a codicil to his 
fatliers will. 

. his friend, on whom be. could safely 
depend, .was in the law; he knew he 
could easily persuade him to be one. of 
the witnesses, and he trusted to Provi- 
deuce for the other ; but whom to obtain,' 
and wh^n obtained, to deceive, he feared 
would be attended with some difficulty. 

Denbigh would not have resorted to 

this method, had he not found it the tnost^ 

delicate to the feelings of an honourable 

and gallant man, possessed of a refined 

.4 .. and 
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and dignified mind, and who, perhaps, 
with • noble scorn and wounded pride, 
would have rejected all pecuniary gifts 
from the son of him who chose entirely to 
banish him from his notice or remem- 
brance. 

Soon after the arrival of Henry's friend 
at Madeira, this important confidence 
was given, and the most sacred, solemn, 
and binding oaths were exchanged, and 
<:r«dited:Avith that heartfelt satisfaction, 
which true and genuine friendship alone 
knows how ta feel in its sacred conmiu- 
nion. 

'* However, my dear friend," said Mr. 
Meredith one day to Henry, " of course 
you mean to date this codicil frbui 
hence!' 

" Tliat will not be so well," said 
Henry; "because all my acquaintance 
in London, knowing I am here " 

*^ Yes, but you came for papers here 

B 4 of 
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of your fatjiex's. Whence was the will of 
your father dated ?" 

** From Calcutta/' 

" Let the codicil then , be darted 
here ; your father once touchy at thia 
island to see an old friend^ who was in 
possession of yoyr papers ;^no one will be ' 
able to tell at what period that happened, 
therefore date the cpdicil about two or 
ithree months previous to your father'3 
death. I sh^^U be one of the witnesses; 
and you know that my father was in 
India» that he knew your father welli and 
that hisnameis William Meredith, as well 
as my own. But this is not all; you 
must gain also over to your interest, to 
witness this, a very rigid man in Jaw 
matters; and a person high in eminence 
in this island^ How you will be able to 
impose on his lynx-eyed punctuality I 
know not. 

*' Has he not/' said Henry, ** soma 
fi^vourite hobby-horse, on which we may 
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he ablf P.^t \i\ai ^ gqing? white I, in 
tfye sii^at QjT jpuf^B w^l f^%ke him siga 
two JB^ea4 pf oR» ! Suye^y, (hid might 

" But what ftther paper wilj you have 
to.re^tOv^ );QhiQ)r'' said Mr. Mere* 

• *t|i. , : , 

*' Qh.} le^ve iimt to no," si^d Henry* 

V Mop^y, my dear f^llow^ h only to md 

like trash, if it cannot afford me tlie 

^aos pf doing spqie good with it; 

)y^at are tbo$e heaps of vil^, metal ia 

^Ensejvea, which qiy popr ijitber was sq 

£ond oi ac^qiiulatiQg ? Were I to give 

fAiray tbr^ee parts of i;uy present ioeome, I 

ihou|d have enough, aiwl plepty to spare 

^om ti>at ; tl^efore I oiean \p pMrchase 

^ littlQ spot |n this isl^, which I find ia. 

tp be dispos^ed of, and ^yhich I shall immer 

di^tely heg .you to aqcept ofc for ymr 

tf QubJ^ and kuf4 ^mtMnw. M stgreo-. 

Y>ent musf of cpi^cse be made betweeo 

B 5 perly 
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perly, witnessed ; and I shall affect to be 
very particular ; and if that will not do/ 
I will make my own- will, and have a 
xodicil to that, and my father's name w*» 
Henry as well as mine, and then surely 
yom' ^•ig^d disciplinarian of the-iaw will 
come and witness that for me! But tell 
Hie now, is not there some conversation 
whereby I ^an interest him, so as to be- 
li^ilder him a little ?" 

• '* Speak to him about the breed of 
hores in 1 iicyland," saicl Meredith. " Go 
fhtd^jgh a list of all the most famous' 
facers within the last eight years at 
,iJewmarket; and I dobdieve he will soon 
be so ^deeply interested, that yoii rhigbt 
give hill) his own death warrant to feign 
instead of' the paper you - had just be^n 
rewdiuir to liim. I3ut mark roe, my dear 
fi^»tn?*, do<n.>t thmk by wliatl have jast? 
said,-th;4t he would ever heetilessly do ari^ 
Vbing (terogai*ry^tiJ justice or equity of 
principle ; and vice or chicanery, be 

, ;. 1 ^ assured 
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assured can never have it in their power, 
from his great prudence, to impose upon 
him. He is loved for his severity, as 
%)uch as he is for his goodness, because all 
his actions proceed from integrity of 
heart; -and as he is strict in punishing the 
wicked, so he is most beneficent in reward- 
ing every virtuous action, and in the en- 
couragement of every good propensity." 

" But," said the lively Henry, *' should 
the wicked begin to prate of a race-horse 
be would, perhaps, hang the innocent 
and save the guilty, as easily as he would 
be deceived by me, who am now about 
committing a forgery/' 

" Ay, *" said Meredith, ^ but he would 
not suffer a suspicious character to speak 
on those subjects ; but he knows you as 
a man of fortune and honour; he knows 
me well, and has known me long;, and 
he would never, I am sure, have the least 
idea, that either you or I would impose 
upon him. 

B 6 Henry 
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H^Dry remained aow for some time 
silently ruminating. 

'^ Good heavens !'' said he at lengthy 
^' the most famous horses at Newmarket^ 
V hat a task have you set me ; you migl}t 
^^ }vel\ have ask^d me to give the good 
gentleman a list of all the black legs who 
attend there^ I was never at Newmarket 
in my lif?, nor eve*' mean it, sp far as re- 
IjEites to the races. I ha^ too much 
' regard for th$ whole ^rute creation, aa 
th^y are called, to run them till they are 
half dead} and pamper them for that 
purpose^ at an expence better employed 
merely to gratify my own folly." 

Well/' said Meredith, **thatV npthjing 
at all; when you was in England, you 
rode one of the finest horses I eve^ saw ; 
you h^ve done the same here, and I was 
vith you one morning at TattefsaPs, 
where you was arguing on the merits pi 
an horse ypu bought of him, and in those 
technical terms, which shewed ypu was 

not 
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' \ 

not unskilled in horsemanship^ no more 
than in the different marks and qualifica- 
tions of the noble creature you after ward^ 
struck a bargain for.*' 

** Yes,^ said Henry, " I was alwa)'s 
fond of riding a good horse ; I left that 
one you mention under the care of a man, 
who I know will treat him well. Ah ! 
Meredith, I often think when I bestride 
the generous steed, that I put the curb 
and spur to one who, perhaps, ought to 
curb and spur me." 

" Wliat you still believe inthemetemp-: 
shicosis of the Bramins?'' said Mere>- 
dith. 

*: I do ndt think," said Henry, " any 
thing pan- convert me, as you, perhaps, 
may be pleased to call it, from so rational 
a doctrine.** 

*^ I should not seek to cbange your 
sentiments on that head," said Meredith^ 
*^ because I am sure it is a bel ief that can dp 
QO harm, and my father, who, you know, 

' has 
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has not long been from India, is very 
much given to it^ He told me some ex- 
traordinary stories of a young Bramin, 
named Nahred. ' 

" Nahred!" interrupted Denbigh, '*I 
knew him well. Poor fellow ! he was 
torn in pieces by atyger." 

** Yes," said Meredith ; ** he spoke the 
English language fluently for one of his 
cast. A gay young Englishman used to 
say, be was certam his father was an En- 
glishman ; and he had a servant so very 
hiuch like him, that he us\d to delight in 
dressing; him up like the Bramin. And 
my father says, you.cguld hardly, under, 
this disguise, tell him Irom Tsiahred." - 
' ** Poor, virtuous Nahred !-^Welf, my 
dear friend, thougli,'* resumed tltnry,* 
" we must hasten to the conclusion of my 
fiusmess.' Beauty; yielding beauty, waits 
fot me ill dear England, to bind meat 
bnce in the rosy fetters of lovie* and mar- 
- * - • riage ! 
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riage? Heigho !^— Well> no more of 
that ! Now, is not this too much like a 
Newmarket man, from a wife to a horse, 
and a horse to a \vife ? But f own, in 
nil what yorf have said of my remarks to 
Tattersall, I do confess myself a connois-" 
seur ; but I am at the same time, totally 
ignorant, I positively declare to you, of 
one single name of our most high mettled 



racers " 



*' Oh ! if that's all," said Meredith, 
" I can lend y 'U" two or three racing 
calendars, and I can give you also a 
printed account of the last Spring meet- 
ing. Dash along, tlien, through thick 
and thin. Talk like many others, about 
you know not what, and as you and I are 
ali'eady in the good gentleman's books, 
depend upon it the day is our own." 

'^ I would cry bravo, bruvissimo/* 
said Henry, '' if 1 had not again to go 
.through a course of study. I assure you^ 

I 
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I thuugbt I should never be aMe to imj[« 
tate my father's. craq9p b^nd-wr^g ;; an^: 
yet look bow cleverly \ hav^ got throog^^ 
tbe businesii. fitit, ob ! this horse^ 
racing business, will be >|Kors« tbajQ; 
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CHAP. II. 



The wisest should beware of Hohby^ 

horses. 



B£HOLD DOW Henry Denbigh study- 
ing with unw^ried diligence to make 
faimielf master of. all the scientiflo^ ^^ 
well 83 slang terms used cd th^ turf; 
through which toflsonie .task^ vfc have ao 
ainbitioD to follow bioi^ but wtU set him 
down in l|i$ best apartoienti where we 
shall find him buried up to his eyes al- 
most in papers of no value to any one 
but tl)e owner ; nor can it indeed be said 
Ibey were of much use to him, being tlie 

jgreater 
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greater part of them djestined to the 
honourable funereal fate of the ancients, 
consumed by fire to ashes. 

The purchase of the little estate was 
made, and Henrv affecting to be much 
indisposed, so as not to be able to quit 
his home, the great man, whose signature 
he required to make all complete, did 
him the horiour of waiting on him ,for 
that purpose. 

Th^ copyhold, if we may so terhfi it, 
was read to him, and the gentleman gut 
on his spectacles, and read it him^lf. 
As he took the pen in his hand to sign 
it, IJenry said aloud to bis friend, ** How 
happy am I that I have got this business 
arranged ; now; if I have any thing 
like a tolemble passage, 1- may Have 
some hopes of being lucky enough to be 
present at the next Spring meeting at 
Ne^ym^rket." . - " 

'^ Ah," said liie gentleman, laying 
down his pen, and forgetting, he had 

already 
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already signed ; " pray, sir, which are 
now the most famous horses on the 
turf?" 

Henry went through all the najnes of 
the most famous which his friend had 
marked for him io the racing calendar, 
and descanted on their merits and de» 
merits with all the knowing slang of an 
old band. 

The good gentleman smikd and look- 
ed delighted. They perceived 'he had 
already mounted his Bucephalus, and 
,now coulrf be set a-going at what pace 
they pleased. 

" As you attend, Mr. Denbigh,' at 
Newmarket, "x said he, " you are no 
doubt fond of being present at Ascott, 
JEpsom, and many other of our provincial 
races. There are some excellent horses 
to be found at such places ; and which 
I would not exchange for the famous 
Eclipse himself. I should like to hear- 
some 
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some of their names/^ eddetl l}^\ "il 
you please.*' ^ . 

Henry was somewhat puzzled by tbill 
last attack ; be had heard, however, the 
names of some by accident, dnd a look 
from Meredith encourjRged h'm fo dt^sh 
boldly forward. 

** Why, yea, sir," f^id lie, witU aa air 
of knowing consequence, '* there's th^ 
fkuimis Trumpafor^ belopgittg to i.0rd 
• , .' .... 

^' God bless 0ie 1" said tlie f^nt^tmili^ 
" I knew Triimpator's father, whtO b« we» 
a little cplt no higher than my kae»^/* ; 

** Then, ^ir,"' said Henry, not pving 
bim time^ go tbrpjugh the genealogy id 
Trumpator, " there's Vixen, as ftne a^ 
mare belonging to Mr* * *.* *, as evef 
came on tlie course*" 

•* Ay," «aid the good geatlemaio^ 
<* and I say the n^are's are always the 
^eetesf* I cdrt always depend wheo 1 

bet 



fetk UpDh^a ^ood mwe^ t>i not being a 
J6ser^ tb^y Imv^e !alvi<iij?s mqre 8f>iTk tliaa 

. */ Do you. think so^ ;Sir?'^ s^id Mer&- 
ditfa^ twbo bims^if iva3 ratlie? fond oi 
Ihe spwu 

' '* Undoubtedly; ask the Ger«Nia 
officers,, wbo al^rays prefer theni, for 
tl^iriCav»lry^ 'Ami so, Vixiea, ypusay;*' 
«dded!be, '^ is a fioexreiLtiiTe S Iwanidisr 
^hat be did witb H^hflyer T' 
," DSir,'* fiaidHforyi^^Hi^yerk . 
i^till a-iU)ted winner/' . 

** What hae he \\ron ?-^Did he ever 
mi^iathd King's pfaleJ^" 

'' More ihan ontey mJ' Bat fppr 
tienry had molly foirgjM whether he had 
itrtr wcmjNi alalia 

/* I c»a9 i»U you ft' good things" Mi4 
Hei^ry^ Jarful bf the coalrefg^tieQJlakiiig 
a euro ; '* a ^ detrilkh / good i stbity about 
Highftyei^ »d^& hone belpo^ng «o the 

late 
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Jate Duke of Q— — . I will tell yon 
another time^ it is too long at present/' 

"Buti pray» *i^ ^^^ y^^ know," con- 
tVneed he, '^ when you was in England, 
a most excellent racer named Monk 
Lewis ?" " No, but I have seen his 
name sometimes in the advertisements, 
when we get the Englfsh newspapers/' 
** O sir," said Henry, "he is, in my 
opinion, a wonderful creature ! His 
powers are beyond compare ; but lately 
we have not seen much of him. He is, 
though wild and energetic, just at this 
time rather lazy. At no time will he 
bear the curb; give him the rein and he 
appears to mount into the clouds." 

Now there really is a race horse of the 
above name, but whether Henry was then 
piraisihg what he knew nothing about, or 
giving scope to a fond ! enthusiasm he 
always felt for one of the first writers of 
TOmaoce England could ever boast, we 

know 
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koOf^r Qoty but the praise might equally 
apply, to both. 

. '\ Woiiderfulj most wonderful V said 
the good gentleman, ^' How I prize a 
creature of such -euergy, above the com- 
mou track. '' 

, Henry again began, encouraged by the 
profoucid attetition bestowed upon him by 
his open-'moutbed listener, who seemed 
fearful of losing one . word of what he 
uttered. Then the gentleman began an 
elaborate account of what he himself 
had witnessed in England, when he <ron- 
stantly attended the Newmarket meetings, 
and poor Henry was ofteu in danger of 
.being tlirown out, by one who was now 
mpulited on his bobby, and galloping at a 
most rapid pace, when, the servant of 
Mr. Dienbigh came in, and ^aid, that a 
person wished to speak to the gentleman, 
on business of importaiice* 
He arose to depart* '^ Sif/ said 

Henry 
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Henry, '' will yoii not please to sign first 
the paper I have been reading to you 1^ 

<^Ohl ay, just let me look over it 
i^aiiv if you please/' 

"If you retoUect, sir^ you read^ it 
yourself, add I, also, read it fii?st alOud 

to you/ 

<^ Ah ! well, I am really la teMe; I 
have stayed talking so Icttig^ Mtd I did 
aplpoiot a person this ^morning on bnsi^ 
vess of ntuch conaequtnc^ aad y^ch » 
of the utmost impontaoee toiun» to have 
it settled without loss of ^time, uby ^ 
interfensnce^e can lie sailed froas distress 
and be put in a way of providing 'Com- 
IbrtaUy for his numerous famtlyv Ay, 
ayt I recollect I did read this^ and found 
it'dtt righ^; ^s6 as you say th^re <san be 
Bo^ocaitMon toga through it agaia. fiat 
Stayalittie, did tiot I sigD it ?^ 

^ '* Youtook tte pcsi in your hafftd^ sir^^ 
liaidH^nfyy <' fort that purpose^ wheifr I, 

yielding 



I'll consider of it* 25 

jielcKng to a roomentafy impulse, very 
rudely interrupted you." He then 
placed before the good and .unsuspeeting 
man; the codicil he had forged to his 
father's will ; Which die gentleman sijgned 
and departed. .. , 

" Ah !" said Meredith, " how bounded 

|S all human excellence. That man is 

now going to pour the balm of comfort 

into the bosoms of a distressed farmily ; and 

he: will do much more for them thau he 

has suffered his tongue eved to hint at. 

You and I have, imposed upon his good* 

ness and credulity , and ttriick at him 

through his sole foible, :bis ruling passion 

for the turf. So we are yet tlie creatures 

of errc?- and weakness.; The man your 

excellent heart .and generous hand has 

now befriended v^honi you.say is noble, 

brave, , and his soul the seat of true 

honour^ has. yet that haughty pride which 

would make him scorn a o^ift which he 

might owe to your generosity alone, if 

VOL. III. c offered 
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offered m tbe oidioary way of < 'bettowisg 
pecuniary favoujrs, Yaii, 'whosconi the 
Tery naineof ifalsehoodl, deteit it in ewry 
diape, axi4 udidse constant -wish w tli«i 
miq bad a iriadtoi^ .placed before iiis hearty 
that every one might see what passea theve; 
yet you iiave toX scrupled to commrt a 
forgery, and blfod Itbe eye of law and 
justice, in the person of him mho so wdl 
knows bow to adaninifitBi boiii. J lonr 
you for youiself, and I rhave a joy uor 
finned to think I have had it in my 
power to Irt of service to you. Yet, J 
declare i feel that pleasarc oapw dooUy 
enhanced from the generous present you 
have made, me of a little spot of land I 
was always desirous to possess ; there* 
fore I feel myself seiiish in this act of 
jiriendsbip, and this hlot of worse than 
imperfection, appears in me (most vile.'* 
" I will not have y^ur. tongue thus 
depreciate your exalted worth," said 
Henry; '* when you promised first to 

assist 



assist and befriend meSntiiis dfair, it was 
purely from motives of neci{>focal attacfa- 
ment^ and wflh^at any proc^dt^tfdeor 
reward; but maUi my dear felkMv,^ was 
nfeverintended to be aperfeot being. Pride 
anil vanity are his predkymina4\t fc^'Ues ; ' 

« By that sin, fell the angels ;— ^-^ 

" and if man was allowed to attain 
excellence, he would no longer feel his 
earth-born dependance on a Superior 
Power/* 

" I differ from you there,** said Mere- 
dith ; *' if he could attain perfection, he 
would least of all feel pride and vanity 
predominate in his bosom." 

*' My good fellow," said Henry, " we 
may argue pn this theme till we are 
quite lost, and be never the wiser for our 
pains : — a truce to all this. I must be off 
. for England without delay. I have ar- 
ranged every thing ; my passage is taken, 
and a fair wind is now all that is 

X 

wanting, to transport me from hence. 

c 2 Then 
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Then in that Uest and beloved island, O 
England, dear native land, I shall take up 
mv fixed abode, and never do I mean to 
quit thee again." 

. . There is no necessity of carrying the 
reader down to the place of embarkation, 
nor of seeing the trunks of Henry Den - 
bigh Esq. put safe on board ; suffice it to 
say, he lost no time in bidding farewell 
to Madeira, and soon set sail with a fine 
breeze, in a swift vessel, and bad every 
prospect of quickly arriving in Eng- 
land. 
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CHAP. III. 



The three Voyagers. 



BEHOLD then the prosperous, the 
wealthy, the youthful Henry Denbigh, 
Riding orer the boundless ocean; his 
benevolent heart flowing with delight, and 
his conscience enjoying the tranquil, yet 
extatic comfort of self-approbation. 

High in spirits, blest with uninterrupt- 
ed health before his departure, it was now 
perfected by the salubrious climate of the 
island of Madeira. Ever cheerful and 
good-humoured, the handsome and ac- 

c 8 _ complished 
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complished Henry Denbigh, on bis way 
to Great Britain might well be asked the 
question, of what could he be in want 
not to experience the beigfat of earthly 
happiness ? fiut with all these gay and 
brilliant advantages, Henry had yjBt a 
void in his bosom, and the more he in- 
dulged in communing %vith himself, so 
much the more he found that this void 
could never be filled Cip by Valencia 
Mordaunt* 

So far as concerns our first traveller. 
And behold from the scof chidg C&ine of 
India, bowed down by sorro vir loore thaa 
age, with an bead whose locks wei^ 
whiteaed by care dod midnight watebtngs,. 
ere time coidd' soow oh them the faoar 
frost of age,* a venerable k>okitig ibrm^ 
on whoae cheeks gri^f bad marked her 
deep furrows^ but on whose brows sat a 
conscious kind of pride, candour, and 
virtuoos rectitude; pale, thin, miserably 
clad, and his Looks »t times cast down 

with 
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with Reeling the sense o£ obLiga/tioiv for 
the friendly captatti of the iDdiaman had 
giTen him a passage gratis to fioglaod, 
tfad land be was bom in^ but which he bad 
Bot seen- for near t\uenty years. 

F(ur himself he cared but little ; but he «, 
had one only daughter residing in London, 
who struggled against misfortune, and 
was afflicted with the most calamitous of 
all human ifyfirmilies, blindness. For 
her he rouzed himself from ajKithy, and 
repaired to England, to seek out, and, if . 
possible, to obtain the situation of a clerk 
kk some counting-bouse ; where, obscure 
Mtd -UBkaoYrn, he mdgtet vegetate out bis 
exigence, as 'he bad for some years done 
ia India, and g^ve the best pari of the 
prodoce of Ivis labour to Ins only child, a 
natural daughter. 

The child of illegitimacy ckiims every 
sacred support of parental love and pro- 
tection ; and such claisMs must CTer be 
assented to by every KA)erai and feeling 

c 4 ' mind. 
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mind. Children of chance, as ye are 
often misnamed, proscribed by the harsh 
injustice of man^ bow can ye be amena- 
ble for the faults of your parents ? Did 
ye prevent the holy rite of marriage being 
performed, before ye were in existence? 
That rite which would have caused ye to 
be honoured in society, flattered, courted, 
and privileged amongst mankind. Oh 
no ! ye were truly innocent. 

As this unfortunate traveller had it not 
in his power to make reparation to the 
mother for the wrong he had done her, in 
the ardour of boyish passion, he resolved 
never to marry, and he once had reason 
to hope that fortune's favours would have 
put it in his power to have made equal 
provision for his daughter as if she had 
been a legitimate child. 

Shd married, with his consent, an 
officer of merit, but of little fortune, and 
following him to Egypt, lost her sight ; 
which afflicting loss commenced in M'hat 

the 
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the French so aptly termed in that cam- 
paign^ a murage. It was but little at 
tended to at first* Her husband soon 
fell among the slain, and she repaired to 
England, where, in a very short time after 
her arrival, she became totally blind. 

With nothing but her pension to sub- 
sist on, she yet contrived to support hfer-. 
self with the kind contributions of the 
charitable and humane. But charity, 
human charity, will at length get cold, 
languid, and weary, and often tire in 
pursuit of one object, or yield to the soli- 
citatiods of what she may imagine seems 
move aggrwoattd d\%tvt%s. 

This unfortunate female deprived of 
the'ftcsl of^faeCulties and the greatest of 
all earthly happiness, the ** visual .r,^y,^ 
was an officer's widow. It was argued 
by those who now beg^n to withhold their 
customary donations, that she had ^3 
pension ; other afflicted objects jiaid ao^^ 
a^sbilliogin th/e:vt)rld, but wl^ajt ,4J]QK 

- C.5 might 
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might gain from vorlontary contribution. 
What cap he said ?— Charity, divine 
charity; yet exists j and the who?le trea;- 
sttrts of an whole empire cannot adaiinis^ 
ter to the wants of all. 

She had kept tip a regular correBpon^ 
dence 'with h.er father, and friendship's 
soothing bahn yet administered to Utt 
cCHwfort, though her friend had not tli« 
p<)wer of affbrding her pecHnfery relief. 

This affeclionate friend wrote her lettem 
t6 her father, and read *o the poor Cap- 
taints widow the answers of that exeeltent 
parent* The distresses of his dait^ter 
brought him speedily to fii^gland, that he 
might be near hct, and^ if possibtey id- 
minister to her wanta and affbrct }ier 
comfort, through the ei^ttions of his c^vii 
industry. 

TBere are two of my troyagers from' 
different parts of the gfobe ! and iiow» 
liehiold a thkd, from one of the United 

St^^es <^ America. Per he. at tibe same. 

* • * 1 

■^ ' * tmie, 
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iiukt, 19 rapidly makiag his war^ for tb« 
'^ sii0g little islaiid." 

. He was of a little, thin^ spare^ body^ 
with a. sbatfp i^ce, somedsiiig Mke that 
of a wea^le. The chief character of ka$ 
Goontemauce ennetd sbFewdness aoii 
cnik; fe% notwilbstaiidiii^ there was 
IMuated 09 it a certain boh of Uuimlibj/i 
sod contrnioa which readeted st not uq-« 
amiable^ and^ ^vbkb seemed to ixmpM 
confideoce and &row off restntioi^ in the 
]iM0oiiiftb» night ime «ttanoD ta ad« 
dnai him.: a 

He had but Teiy little btggi^ with 
htm; ; • btit)^ eare^ulk]^ se^wed up in put of 
a^ -bearrer'it . skio/ he had some papery 
ndliidi, hooiid tight noon di 1 hisi bddy^ fad 
Mver separated. frocD night HOI! ;dajr. 

. Jie '^pre a littte'. browa juhratchi w%i 
which sat as close t^ fa^.iiead as if ^it had 
befw* rpaated . thete ; the taesit ef ; his dreai 
coflsisOad ef a saoff^irQlflyared coat^ with 

c5 yellow 
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yellow buttons, blue worsted stocki&g^, 
and thick shoes, with little old«fasbioned 
silver buckles. 

The sea-stock which he laid in was 
very small ; lie lived chiefly on hard eggs^ 
biscuit, salt Newfoundland cod, and now 
and then a bit of pickled pork and mo- 
lasses, by way of a treat. Yet, as I said 
before, there is a certain atmosphere 
about man, which makes us soon, discern 
what' he is; and by this was the. above 
litdeonan so completely surrounded, that 
he was pronounced to be rich ; and there 
was an odd kind of quaintness nb^ut him 
which seemed to persuade his fpUow^pas-. 
sengers, that what he debarred, hign^lf 
from might bb perhaps owing to some 
regimen he was obliged to observe, aod 
which rendered tho^e things fA<^;.alm6st 
surfeited oii, improper for him. hixt 
none of them thought that either stingi-? 

ness, pr a greater crtme^ Miece^Htyf bad 

any 



I'll consider of it. 37 

any share in his privations ; so that he 
only obtained the a{)peUations of queer 
fish, curious kind of an animal, and a 
a droll jockey ; expressions which are 
very frequently made use of, even 
amongst our most dashing men of high 
fashion, and serve to prove th^t the ele* 
gant Chesterfield gaVe his lessons in vain^ 
and that the English are by no means 
ready elives in his school of the graces. 
, Now I have put my trav6Hei;s. all on 
bqard^ atid as two of them sat sail much 
sooner than Henry Denbigh from Madeira, 
I must beg leave to observe, that they 
we^eall of them, at' the same time, in sight 
of Eogla^id ; aQd ia which situation i 
niu^t jeaVe them at present, to revert ;tq 
otii^r cbaraQters J n my history. 

BiM; thou^ I declared, in the com-} 
menKien^Ati of this work,* that I ^a& 
affiJi)]|iQUS. of pleasing all: tasteSj yet I do 
iiW mean, to^ resor^t to the practice. of 

hook- 
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book-making to please any one, nor spin 
out my narrative to fii^e dry ami prolix 
Tolumes, but continue to relate erery iiv» 
cident in as few ivot^ as poaaibl^ ; nor ti' 
i« to please the lovers of minute^necdote^ 
that I have given so eircuivistantial an 
account of these three voyagers, as tkey 
are all edsenttal to fW other characteni 
in this unvarnished tale* 

Novelty i^ aeceptai)le in almost aof 
shape, and I think thei^e is^ n<» one^ as he 
iinfpt!t¥t?ally CMsidtrs my work, but iPttol 
will say it h unifue in ifs^ kind; boC M 
nnmerom are the origtmil incid)ents^ tbat 
have conie under my obsef vation, wfaveh 
I have a)i9o carefuHy list^iie^ to» and 
reflected on, tbat ft is impossible for mt M 
pen down* my ideas upon them all, or 
eveii take amy of thtfrn* in regtrlar sauces- 
won; they present thein?delvte itt « 
tnmgled mass, and I write Ikoi muel^ un^ 
fike, I believe, the Anchor of "" Tbinki 

J 



I t^ »»y«e^/'— whatever comes opper^ 
ihoist. 

Now Mr». GlarkdOD, who had such a 
vaneratiiovi for authorshify could rsry 
readily have furnished the scawdal- 
inongers with three or four good stout 
close-printed volumes of private anecdotes 
in high life, never before offered to the 
public, and what really came -within her 
own knowledge and observation ; and 
which) though she had gleaned them be-* 
' bind the counter of her husband's shop, 
were nevertheless authentic, and belong-* 
ing to those who moved in the most 
elevated sphere in this metropolis. But 
slfe was crazy after romance, particularly 
that which was historical, which she de- 
clared so improving for young people. 
And if she h^id ever made an attempt jat 
writing, she often used to declare it should 
be an Historical Romance founded on 
William's conquest over England ; where, 

it 
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it is ten chances to one, but she would 
have placed the Heptarchy after that 
conquest. But Mrs. Glarkson was not 
singular, we are all apt to mistake pur 
talent. 
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•Subterfuge and Artifice^ 
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AS I shall be extremely busy after my 
three traveller have landed and arrived 
in Inoniieh; in providing for them and the 
rcSst of ,|^y jcharadiers in this my little 
motley worid of about six hundred pages, 
I must during the conclusion of their 
watery journey, perform my promise of 
considering the work I mention in my 
title-page, as I shall not have much time 
to devote to the ThinHng Author of the 
work in question hereafter. 
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A gentleman in whose company I 
chanced to l>e yesterday, remarked that 
* parties now ran very high ; and I could not 
'^fort)ear just now, as I reflected on what he 
said, thinking that the present Lord Kil* 
gamock shews himself, in the liatter part of 
the "second volume of his Thinkings; to be 
a very time-serving peer; for he expressly 
says, he is a friend to the present minis- 

_ " I 

try, and when the opposition come to be 
^ninistry, he will immediately join them. 
(Vol. II. p. 198.) And in p. 209 he 
declares he u^as looking two . M&y» at 
once; '* a»e. eycji.ved upon the haxttrd 
of change^ the other upimi the > imperjei^ 
tioB of all human fomdertMhrngSi^ M 
be was possessed: of thif ccntveniewt stfuirtt 
it is a pity he did not marke iaiisr .»or& mord 
consistent^ by looking over two pages at 
otice, and making tbenr better agree mtb 
each other ;^ fot can any tiiijiFg l^eso 
contradictory as bis prolix remarks upoff 
servants, which really take up near- the 

' fourth 



foard) ftaurt of tb0 lust voluiM? He 
argues how much bettisr Che servants wete 
in ancient times than njo^r ; and the very 

•s. 

qjiotatiMis he Imus ^ven from Luciliua and 
SeneCa prove the contrary, though he^ 
takes ear« to. remind you, by aayingy 
'' Remembef this w^s writ^i 6ve hundred; 
yaara ago/'r-^See Hole eoi page 156,. 
vol. II. B^t. old Seneca wfii$ certainly 
too fond of equality^ and if he made 
companions of hi& servants, he must have 
expected ibey would dot /everenpe him. 
Speaking of more nlodern days, he 
qtiotes the Emperor Freddie, as com* 
plaining of bis servants on his death*- 
bed* But hold;— am I not insensibly 
filling up a paa^ or two of^ my last 
volume, about servants ? ^ But hoivr then 
can I even pari id I It/ consider the little 
work of Thinks I to myself? »»iflte they 
are a subject which takes up so large /a 
space in the &ecoiddr volume^ Be aasurod, 
I can only notice sdeh a way of filling Kip 
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a book, t5 d6{>recate it * as a subterfoge 
unworthy an author. 

A work which has gone through six 
editions in a very short period of tiii>e, 
must, one ivould naturally imagine, have 
great merit, and could not owe its suc- 
cess to the mere popularity or interest of 
its author ; but as I have not discern- 
ment to find out this very singular 
merit, I only dened partially to cow- 
sider those parts which struck me most 
forcibly, either by their incongruity, 
subterfuge of book-making, or those sen- 
timents wiiich accorded with my own 
ideas. 

I well know the partiality of this 
country in regard to authors, and how 
much popular opinion carries £[long with 
it all its votaries to the idol of the present 
day. Many publishers will suffer a good 
work to die in obscurity, because the 
writer is not an author of known celebrity. 
The^ are a set of half learned, pedantic 

men 
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fneoy ,who, oegligent of merit, let it rust, 
because they are fearful a few voluoies 
may lie. unsold oa their shelves. Thank 
Heaven, however, they are not so all I 
There are a select few, who certainly do 
honour to the literary business. 

Some authors have been so unfortu- 
nate as to be thrown into the back-ground 
in. the commencement of their literar}'' 
prepress, and all the future efforts of the 
injured and unsuccessful writer may 'be 
again exerted in vain to build up a name, 
or obtain th^t celebrity which might have 
been his or her lot, if it had not been 
clouded in its first rising. 

But* to treat, of. the tricks of some 
scribblers, self-denominated authors, is a 
field too large for me to- enter upon, aud 
I mi^Lst leave it to those who are more 
fond of writing voluminous works than 
myself* 

I must now, dear reader, with your 
permission, return to some of my charac^ 

ters, 
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ter%f who make a confipicuoifs firgure in 
aay bistory. 

Many object to digressions ; and yet I 
d«re say, (mine* will be read, ho w^ever dull 
and dry, by somebody. If the author of 
** Thinks I to myself^'' or any of his 
cumerous admirers, get hold of my book, 
the digresfeions, especially those which 
treat on that important subject, .will he 
the only part perhaps they will read* 
The novel reading lady will be sure to 
skip them ; so^ in order to please her, as 
well as. others, I will gO i)u now with my 
narrative. 

Mrs. Cameron, after innumerable hints 
given from Lady- Dorimon, which, at 
length concluded in saying, " she did not 
want no hangere on in her house," was 
very happy on the receipt of a letter from 
her bi*other to quit it. This letter 
bVojjglit td her the pleasing intelligence 
that he had taken an house in Arundel- 
street, in the Strand, to which she must 

repair 
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pcf>air as soon as possible, fMneside over it, 
and at his table, as bis sister, but lake tbe 
imsie of Brown, wfaUe he should be called 
Captain Hamilton. She th^n bade fore-- 
well to Gmsvanor^l^oe; mod inforaied the 
K flight and Ms lady that she was going 
to Scotland. 

When she arrived at her brotlier's, she 
teft off corking her Jight eyebrows, ^hrew 
off her black wig, and* replaced it with a 
red one; whitened her skiq with pearl 
powder ; laiid it was impossible alonost for 
any bne to discover Mrs. Cameron in 
Mrs« Brown. Meek, diffident, and 
gentle in her manners, slie appeared no 
longer the -grave, pedantic governess, 
sentCjiriibiiS) soleiun, and inflexible; she 
waa am iaterestiog widow, smiling and 
a%ble, delicate in health, though at times 
gay :as ' ^ £uplirosy ne ; checked at thotie 
times by htr anxious brott^er, on account 
of her fragile OMfisfitution. ^ Her brother, 
the polite and serious^ though agreeable 

Captain 
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Captain Hatnilto», lately returaed from 
the Island of Gor^e, where he had for- 
merly disiinguiahed himself with courage 
and bravery. . 

Jenkins, the enterpriatng but dishonest 
Jenkins, chose this central part of the 
town as the most proper place for watch* 
log and catching dupes oC every descrip- 
tion from all quarters, aa. he ivas 4000 in 
the City, aod soon at the West .end of 
• London ; and both himself and his sifter 
were more likely to remain free] from 
discovery, than if situated eitberi at the 
court or city end of the metcopolis> or 
even near the new si|uare8. i{' /h ..i'l. . 

He now only ivanted a. mate, coadj^i tor 
or two, to assist him in.soise pf iiinplots ; 
but as yet there were, at pcesi»it, too ooe, 
whom he could.dare trust;* be. Htte^ohiiged 
to content himself with the. aid Sofxbts art- 
ful sister. 

He got acquainted, after frequenting 
several coffee-hotus^sy with two young men 

possessed 
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possessed of more money than wit; and 
"with the asMstance of some gamblers, 
with whom he had formed a degree of in- 
timacy at the different gaming-houses, he 
was in a fair way of easing them of a 
good part of that burthen with which 
fortune had laden them ; whil6 the inte- 
resting Mrs. Brown wfets so sweetly atten* 
tive, her suppers so' elegant, her manners 
so refined, her wit so lively, and at the 
same time- so good-natured, that the 
^ young gentl:3men declared her far supe- 
rior to the youthful beauties they were 
acquainted with; and^.li)e notice they 
took of h^r, and the attentions they paid 
her, made her begin to indulge the hope 
that she should, per!Sp#/ sooner tlmn she^ 
liad atilrst expected, have the happiness 
of gaining a third Iiusband. * 
' Captain Hamilton affected tendefly to 
watch her, and would say to her-^" Do, 
my dear Maria, endeavour to check your 
vivacity; your spirits are beyond your 
Vol. in. d strength. 
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strength. You know imi fearful I ara 
of your going into a decline." The lad}/( 
then would sigh, and affect the most ^ 
licate hectic cough imaginable. 
. However, this, swindling brothfsr and 
sister found they were not in a w»y to 
procure a rapid fortune. What wa9 
gained in one evenii^ was ^carce^ 8ufii«r 
cieuti when Jenkins had rec^i^ed K^ 
share, to continue the expence of th^ir 
3uppers and entertainments, ti bold 
push, they bath agreed, mu9t be oiade ; 
for this p}an would never 4o. 

*' I have a gneat mind/' .$ai4 Mrs* 
Cameron, to get a white wi^ dye ipy jac9 
of a sallow-colour, and turn fortune-^ 
-teller ; for the credulity of the Erjglish, 
even in thi^ nineteentii century is i^stpnish- 
ing. And, I am td4, there is now in 
Paris, one of these modern diviners who 
keeps her carriage, af)d has a Qoa- 
siderable establishment^ at th^ lexp^eace 
of public folly." 

- . ''I 
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'^ it b t^he Iamau9 Madqiii(»adieX$Qi/Or* 

** The very same," said Mrs. Cain^i^. 

^' Apd now bear nie'w^aJt I moact to do. 

I will personate this MademoisoUe (Le- 

aioroanty and give out <tlia^:I dm just 

arrived ironi Paris ; . speak broicen £ng« 

lish^ put on a brown scratc^^^adBiivays 

apeak my orioles behind a thick black 

crape veil^ which will b^ i^ery limpoairig, 

and give an air of myjBteny io.all.I may 

utter. I wiU.tal^ a small lodging near 

.Fitzroy-sqqarey deliver lastyopacles. in tbe 

morning, from ten to three, then return 

home to yoa^ and be the interesting and 

agreeable Mrs. Brown, your sister.** ' 

^ " The scheme is exceHent," .said 

^ Jenkins. . " And, oh I <!u>uld you, dear 

' sister, cut -the Cards to be the ihoist jrLeh, 

the most powerful, and tiie best porstioned 

amongst women ! But should you, my 

dear Pythoness, be so ignorant of your 

D 2 own 
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otrn future fate, as not to foresee, wbeo 
the oftcers of police are coming to drag 
you before justice, — what shall we do 
then r' 

. ^* Let me alone," said the sister, " I 
do not want foresight.*' ' 

*f Tlieu, my venerable propketess^" 
sard Jenkins, ^' I, like the Jac kail, will 
start the prey which you are to devour,'* 
• ** Oh ! I am not uneasy/' replied Mrs. 
Cameron ; ** I know that those who apply 
to me will be chiefly ladies ; and theiie 
are a thousand ways of finding out what 
a pretty woman is about; ay, her very 
thoughts, her actions, sentiments, and- 
desires/* 

" Why, yes," said Jenkins, '*• they are 
confined pretty much to the same circlo. 
If they are young, sprightly and hand- 
some, they have lovers of course ; they 
receive billet doux^ and they answer thMd. 
Perhaps a young wife has a jealous hus- 
band, and an impassioned lover ; an only 

child 
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child has a rigid parent, who destines 
her to a rich alliance which she detests ; 
and I am sure I need not tell you to he 
always against the husband, and for the . 
lover, if you find hejs rich and likely to 
reward you well for your prophecy.'^ 

" No, indeed you need not tell me. 
But think only, my dear Tom, how many 
predictions may be built on the founda- 
tions yOu just enumerated ; and out of an 
hundred things which I may tell them, 
perhaps two may cliance to be accom** 
plished. Therefore, though I deceive 
them fourscore and eighteen times, they 
. will implicitly believe me ; and if I fore- 
tell tliat a blooming beauty shall live to a. 
great age, and she should chance to- die 
in the flower of her youth, I am not afraid 
of her coming from the other world to 
reproach me with having cheated her of 
her money." 

*^ I do not dislike your scheme,*' said 
the brother, '^.but I think it better for 

D-3 you 
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you td bts iMsar tne ; it ii too rttired 
abdbt Fitzfoy-ii(}aar6. HoWevef, Wti wtU 
gi» t6 reAt bow, find in the morning, '*/'// 
doriiiget tif it /" 
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CHAP. V. 



Surprises. 



LET M noH^ pass ovftr some months^ 
and our history will b3cocne bj that means 
tAOre im«^efttlFlg. fiehoid my three tra* 
Vetters Arrived hi London* " Henry Den^ 
btgU tdo'id his eleg&nt mansion in Port« 
fftatMquife) under painted cielings, and 
iurrounded by gflded waWs, ristfng from 
Ihe fatigues tjt his jpuraey ittider a bed of 
ft<»flest do^1Jn• -' 

In the little parlour bf his daughter'* 
bumble dwellings on the Surrey side of 

s 41 Westminstes 
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Westminster-bridge, see the interesting old 
man from India, who prest to his aching 
heart his only child, i%*hose eyes, closed 
for ever, could no iiipre behold him, but 
whose joy seemed without alloy when she 
received the p«t*.iBrnal embrace, and heard 
his much loved voice hail her by the name 
of daughter. 

A frugal repast, but to her a feast, was 
prepared by her kind friend ; he ate but 
little, and retired to a chamber to court 
repose on an humble and hard bed with- 
out curtains, but which was the best she 
had to give. ' ; 

But, O Elford, it was not the iiardbess 
of thy bed that kept thee waking ; com- 
paring thy present state to wh^t; thoq 
mightest have been, and reflecting on the 
baseness of mankii^, and tlie indigency 
of. thy beloved and aiBicted daugbtefi 
caused all thy efforts vain to obtain ao 
boar'fi sleep ; for 



ff 



He 
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*^ He^ lilce the world, his reUdy tisit pays 
Where fortune smiles ; the wretched he forsakes. 
Swift 'on his downy pinions flies from woe, 

4 

And lights on lids unsullied with a tear/' 

But behold the little sharp-faced man 
from America, anxiously looking out for 
a very cheap lodging near Glement'a-Inn« 
At lepgth be obtained an apartment in 
Wycb-sti^eet, and in the first floor of the 
same bouse* Mrs. Can^eron, under the 
nan)e of M^demoisdle LemorDant, de- 
liyered her oracles, ^ 

In the mean time, Valencia Mordaunjt 
was going headlong to ruin and misery, 
giving way to her ruling passion for play^ 
and her infat^iation for Sir George War- 
rington. Henry Denbigh lost no time it^ 
rep^ring .to Mr. IVfordaunt's ; for his 
vanity, had n^de him suppose that Valen- 
,€ia; waf refiUy in love with him, by the 
sorrow she had seemed to evince at his 
departure for Madeira, and which was 
%OjSK time before her heart had entirely 

D 5 givea 
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given way to th(^ falal passiotid which tadw 
enslaved it; and she certainly was sorry 
to lose so elegant a r^/»2//ec/ lover, as the 
fashionable and much admired &fr. 

Dienbighv 

Good nature wtiB the predominatot 
£^tttre m^lie breast of the amiable H«»ry» 
He could mt endure the idea that so 
beiau^al t treatu^re shotiy sigh fp Win 
for him; and ashrs heart was disengaged) 
and h^ was approved of by the fafther^ he 
really looked upon his marriage with 
V^aiefleta as ia decided thitag. 

He "was ^nstbly shocked ttt the visile 
alteration^ he beheld in h^r p^i^oii; 
When he fii^st entered, she was driving 
avMray intruding thought at her piaiK>*fone 
and dinging that bigWly esCkeMed ftivour- 
itt monotmou^ iflr of Rabin Adair. 
She tariied routfd, she presented her 
hand^ but nether M#h grece or cordiality, 
lAiough she made an elFortatbotb. Henry 
fooled »t:her eyes, once^ uncdmakMriy 

beautiful' 
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Utaultfri^ bright, ai!d dparklisrg, now 
wmk ftnd boUotr frpm tlielate vigils of 
tM card table. ISot a moment hpr (^0 
MIf before iiis aniclous gaxti, &n4 ht^r loftg 
«;jr%lMli mttd4 on her gliywiiig checfk ; 
f^ieft s&dtteifly nmowri^ her pf ide tfad 
]|it^bvin^s«, «he itii$ed it, fo^>feedf ofi him 

iMiier lis id his library ; I ^U ai4er <fad 
servaqt W opndctet ^ou to him. Good 
MormWg.'^ S^ f^«y\ti^, she quitt^ the 
gpanrnmiti li9a?iiig Hdnfy In prbfotmd 
tdkfcmti uM though but ittykib, iko^*- 
iBWt^ aviettwA ^m^ieA with atiy^#MKp^ 
ficimfmeot «0t ^is^^emai hn htiit 
^]Btti^^v>fkt4iB wWm, in thai charaGter^ 
be tfeft t»Di<enAdifl[^reiit thaiiiemr^ btiiti4i 
PAkom fa«e arvdiiiaf^^lnesi^ Ifts -c^ulli tiot 

Miit^ Mmid«^tt4lad aAieauitfuVc^ 
WQA a/«$h(»it>dfetaMH£Cfiiom Lotidwi onvbe 
£|)f»cmx4<lmd.;4iit^htbb^tttii[e4lhr(^^ kept 
bis birth-day and that of La% Attieliis 

i> 6 which 



6|pt .iji.L coarsraiEft or it. 

wUcI) /ell on afeir days.i^er that of her 
hrott^r.- There they made themselves 
truly popular, by dispenshig numerous 
dbanties and benefits to the poor. Va« 
^iK^ia, who always did what she {Jeaied^ 
declareil positive^ to her aunt and fatter 
that she. would not go unless her- dear 
Charlotte- Xllftrkaon was allowed to aer 
company ber« A pressing invitation was^ 
therefore, sent, aqdgiatefully accepted. 

jW*hiIe they set ,ofF in Mr. Mordjauntna 
ele^ptrqoMth and; four for thisexGursion, 
Ijk0i>'y.>D?!tibigh' W9S' arranging his bosir 
ness with hi3 lawyer ia-I^onden> assuring 
hiMto that he. had foudd' this codicil to bis 
Cher's, will in Madeira, and that h^ had 
thejfein/be^iii^ath^d to his cousin's hus-^ 
j>an4,[;£^a[^ain Uitl^^Mlie, the sum of 
thirty, thousand, ppu^ds sterling; and 
.wil^.t;hjs(/09dWit, accompanied by the 
dopi^d kiP^yer; HeKft*y set off one morning 
to Mxs4 .CJiarJuon's^ iii Alisopts-bnildings, 

/ ;j / ^ \ . They 
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Tbiey weife zAuoh charmed .with the (me 
and thi sweet and elegant man^ 
ners of this aooiable yoving . man ; his 
errand, no doubt, enhanced the value of 
all liis . at^actiOQS* Captain liulefame 
e3({>ir6st a regret that he hacl not .seen Mn 
Denbi^ befdre he died ; '^ buti" added 
be, as the tears of . jgy »tood in his eyCi 
for the prosperity ot his beloved grand- 
daughter, ^^ peace' to his memory, and let 
me think I see the fal;bei: in the spn." 

The del^hted Henry socm took his 
leave, gratified and happy as having been 
the dispenser of happiness :and of ^vhat 
he thought jilstice ; and immediately set 
off to pay a visit to a friend who resided 
at Winchester. . : 

. Charlotte was instantly aent for to 
town, and the Captain witiiout loss of 
time made his will, declaring her his sole 
heir;.. Mrs. . Clarkscm wished directly to 
take a lai^r house. 

J " Why, what is the matter wilh this^ 

my 
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my ^delar Mftftbaf^ ^&^ - her f^faer^ 
^^ Oil, I Mil M-ttttaetaed to^ tMs h«p|r^ 
foof !: ft w^ ^et^ I ilsltlllfe «#te| eflWO- 
ttf your filkl aflfedtioil ; htste yOu# Ittlld^ 

kai^ ybd 'drie\i^ *di] t tiie ^shkl^ W^ ^ 
pan^etVf. Oh! ^«ft lefr>u» «l^oiy fh«^^ 
and &voicry« of ibrtun^ ki M^ tf&tiq«i% 
Imd teppy idiod^i I toH^ as 1 i^t ilA. 
his ea^ dMii^ tt> Inet^l «» <tny ^MMbryv 
tlib alife«}tie«Me maimar ia tvt^di yM first 
{itoebd me in 4t ; and X fea% tlikii: ikaib 
m^ remotiai fnoHi thtis HoiiM ^^t^d^dse^ 
le^te )te]r 'deafiAi. What k^i^ri^ #alltillg^^ 
^e apartmtoii aitfe '(kr^ll fitted iip ^and 
genteely fumislied ; they aW ti^aly coifi- 
fiJrtahle^ ^a^/^ nay lopmicftiy alt of iliem 
Wge ento^ Kibelp t^#o mdi-fe aervQKtfte^ 
if youiplecisc^ ^tknin hH^omfft^m^h sf^ 
tbein, Mid I sbencild. wish you ^imld.'" 

A man and two nsam :timt «6»^QMtl 
weit macat^n^y hired, ' 4i f>r6fe3^ed: 

cook, 
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atid a maid tb wait on 1b^ tma 
knfi^^ wkaki Betty's wagefe #ere ra»ed^ 
and stie. waft installed in the office of 
boase^aid. 

Peer Cbartottoi vf^l ai^sfaeUawd tM 
floAsguided Valebtta/ traa^eatmncfly ^ad 
to raMrn to MKiii^n^ aB^ after having been 
bound by the noosk sc^lettin prooiives of 
secrecy, ahe had been compelled to listen. 
to k Very mipleasant pieoe of pos^denoe^ 
The unfaappy Valencia had resoled to 
Moape from Hie parental roof, and had 
fix^ tibe time of her dc^emeitt, ivhidi 
tma to take ptace on the very night aOec 
thttt day in which CHiarlotte* was to selt off 
for towt). The seat of Mr. Mordaont bad 
a feufnmer-bouse at the extent of the 
gmunda, which looked into the raam 
iieiad, and from thence, at the hoer often 
at ttight, while lier tfunt wi& sauted «t 
piqfteit withiier faAier, in wbkh sttoaDioti 
aiife detera»ned on isome plea or dttter to 

place 
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place thenii she would escape and fly to the 
arms and protection of Sir George War* 
rington> who with . a faithful friend, a 
Captain Hamilton, withwhom.Sir George 
had but lately become acquainted, would 
wait for her in a post chaise and four,, to 
take instant flight to Scotland,, and be 
indissolubly united. 

In vain Charlotte endeavoured to dis- 
suade, and in vain Valencia implored her 
lovely friend to accompany her. . The 
weeping girl intreated her.to consider and 
reflect on what she, owed to the anxious 
feelings of a .mother and an infirm and 
aged grandfather. Valencia was so^ie- 
what softened, . and when Charlotte said^ 
" O Valencia^ I should better act the 
part jpf ^ real fri6nd> did I try a,ll in^mj 
po^ver to prevent, , ini^tead of counter 
napcing thb ra$b^ this almost wprse thai^ 
imprudmt step. . Oh .K bad. you confide^ 
l^s fatal secret to any other sooner than 

me. 
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me. You know my strict ideas of friend* 
ship, and tb6 duties imposed on youth to' 
eadh other, ^rhich ought to be equally 
landing as tliose of more prudent years. 
You know that my promise is given to be 
secret, and for worlds t would not betray 
you. But oh ! suffer me yet to advise 
and implore you to put a stop immediate- 
ly to your rash intentions. I, myselP, will 
be the bearer of your letter to Sif Georjge. 
I will risk every thing to serve you." 
• ^*^My generdus girl," said Valencia,- 
faking her by the hand, ** I know Well 
\vbat you are; but my resolution is fixed,' 
and npthibg upon earth can stagger it* 
Now hear me farther,** added she, snatehw 
ing up a large phial of laudanum whick 
stood on her dressing table, -^ behold 
ipy resource. If deteicted, if prevented in 
the. pursuit of my heart's dearest wish, 
Ihea I swallow thb immediately, and 
sleep away the remembrance of didap.; 

pohite# 
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Cbar^ottf &iiudd€MPacif >i8^Agrtin pra-» 
uvviDWe dQ«ris^ ;\«lie iivenipntH 
I, thpfu^ shft aeuld . not ace wipaa^ 
W to af»i6| b9r^ but h^ beiftg s^ddeply 
oa^ladto^ town oi^bifd^eas, :i4 bcyr ttotberV 
tottctf infofiA«ii bfflr^ of .frimstog itniter« 
1»neei obe vyfis rolaM^d frbib the {mioTtA 
task 1^. kavtng; aoy bamib iil the ebj)eiAeiil 
of biA.&iemb . 

Arriv^il ift iJ^iftdon^ ben joy it her 
4Mir grwdfllther't: gtfodl foriima. voiilA 
baye bfen UnAllojrfldi had not her betfrt 
b^» eoQjkinjtiiiiSy tofn by the tUAu^tit of 
ber frimd V fMbneiiu Wben^te bdur^ 
fl^eD atrucJk!^ ort &at: riight which was to 
itciiH ber^M^ lier team, which sh^ had 
all die avfoitig with difficulty suppreM^ 
Q04r fdVnoi! coMd ibe ooiloeal tbettu ' 

M What;i8 tha inaittr, my lore ?' aaU 
the dtoxloua mottter. * ^ Ndw wirfa everijr 
; ^ prospect 
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pyoipeisi of bBppiiiesS) ritkes^ comfbvtt^ 
every kiAd, what can mean l3ieaa tMrft?^' 

'' I knaw fiiat/' replied Charlotlie i <' I 
feel myself uncommonly deprest; sofier 
me to bid you good night/' 

** Why, yes/' said the unsuspecting 
Captain, looking first at Charlotte then at 
his watch, " we have all sat up long 
enough. You have tired the girl to 
death, Martha, with carrying her about 
from shop to shop the very day after lier 
journey. Ood bless you, my love/' 
added he^ as his grand-daughter Approach- 
ed the door, ^^ but never let me see you 
give way to being low-spirited without a 
causer The real ills of life are great and 
many». let us not eboke up it's flowers 
by bitter herbs and thorns of our own 
fdaotiog. Good night/' 

Charlotte curtsied, and made a mo* 
ttOQ with her head, but her heart was too 
full to suffer her to speak, and retiring to 

her 
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her chamber, in aoxious fears that the 
real ills of life were likely soon to over- 
whelm her poor friend; she literally wept 
herself to sleep. 
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Dissipation^ ^e# . 



LADY DORIMON was now very 
soon brought to declare that MisfiClark- 
^on was the most beautifullest and the 
most nicest girl she knowed ; while young 
Dorimon thought bis prayers had been 
really heard, for bis Charlotte was pos- 
sessed of a good fortune, and he imme- 
diately asked the consent of his parents, 
and became the declared lover of the 
now amiable Miss Clarkson. 

Charlotte 
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Charlotte fancied she felt quite happy, 
but she experienced nothing of that exta* 
tic kind of bliss which she had read of in 
books. Young Dorimon was really all 
rapture, but he cpuld in no wise inspire it. 
At the sight of Major Farringdon, she felt 
ber heart bound in her bosom, with the 
most delightful sensation; but she dis- 
couraged it as much as possible, as she 
, now certainly was the bride elect of an- 
other : besides, the Major himself consi- 
derably deadened, what the author of 
•* Thinfes I to my^elf^*' would QaU these 
^iiitt^, hump^ ifumpingh iu his favour; 
lor meeting . Men more often in company 
than she fbriperly used to do, she witness^ 
ed on tbo'maoy occasloos, a Tepellaiit 
pode «nd haughtiniess in his .manners 
And disposition, which must i^lways meet 
•with a disapprobation almost bordering 
on dislike^ frcmi such sweetness jas hcr's. 

There is .a Jcind of love, whi^h makes 
those who feel it very much resemble the 

snarling 
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enerling eur mtlie manger, not profiting 
thcmsekes by the blessing within their 
grasp, yet vexed anid angry that another 
Bhould possess what they wish for them- 
selves, while they seek not by the means 
in tlieir power to attain it. 

Major Farringdon never felt much 
jealousy at Charlotte's girlish engage- 
ment with young Do/imon; but now 
Ending friends apprOve^^ettleinents spoken 
of, and every thi«g iu the fairest train 
. in the world towards a wedding, he envied 
£>orimon ; he sometimes almost hated 
liioiiself, and found Charlotte more ador* 
aWe than ever; dot th^t her fortune 
-weighed any thing in his opinion, Char- 
lotte Clarkson, without a shilling, and 
the daughter of a gentleman, he then 
^would Dot have hesitated a moment^ as 
^soon as his h^art. told htm how he loved 
he, to ^ have requested her baud. But 
'what relationship is so dear and near as 
that df a father? Fathers build up a 

name 
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name for their progenitors, or sink them 
to the dust So argued Major Farriog^ 
.don ; and oh i could he possibly endure 
the reflection that the father of his wife 
,was a man-milliner ! 

But Miss Clarkson was now seen iu 
the iirst circles ; she was cited> made 
much of every where. Men, quite equal 
in rank, family, and fortune to Major 
Farringdon, were among her adipjrers, 
and were not ashamed loudly to. express 
their regrets at her being already engaged^ 
and how much they envied Mr. Doriqapn's 
lot. Sometimes he would almost resolve 
to bear the censures of tha^ part' of the 
world which, composod his proud family ; 
but he took so long a time ta *' consider 
of it,'' that the settlements were b$gan to 
be drawn up, the bride's jewpls bespoke, 
and even the happy day began to be talk- 
ed of and hinted at. 

In the mean time Valencia, now Lady 
Warrington, had returned frqm hex 

Northern 



Nortltem tbuh Heb • ^tbe^ * fffwnl 'dnd 
toeMoi-able, and'h^aiuiit^ tnercitesa liow; 
ks dhe had bwnF frail m^tsc youtb, urged 
bitti oa never to- see her more. Ue w^ote 
ber.an iMHsb^^ind seirerb .epvstfte, in «»hldt 
be told her, tbAtbeihad ^oo' objeetiitti td 
the rank df >tbe ^irtan '^to'iiad 'marriedj 
Whidi' raivt: ^ade^ him >fM tofe^iiled ki 
society; bcrt lie <i^er w^utd AcktK^Wled'g^ 
Ci9 « sra^ the Inati KTfao^ €^lra\^gaM« 
told prodigaltty'had fedueedhiiii lio racfilA 
MsAe' df p^cvtyas to-'Yeitdi^r Mtn; n^ 
imly a gam bier, but u kboim tfdsdeiate t^ 
bkck-legs Sdd^bai^t^ > / *!-! 

Vuletttia^tMid alway« glv^n 'b^rself t^ 
ms wevdtnairkeddti the^ftt^tvolutnie, oii^ 
to her mtbasiadtite imaginMiofi ttrtit< fiiif 
fieaf t. ^e cbarifi vrbkti had fasdinitljed 
her excellent understaliding w$s tlb4 
broken ; • the &tal contrast ^hi^edfcarf^IIy 
he&im ber eye»i And bHtmeabl^ ab «he%tad 

itten, she bad not ewtv Khe tstftiifatitiMfti^ef 

• 

4iadiDg any excuse for faer fauit* *. ' '>^ 
' VOL. iii« £ Her 
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' Hdr voiinded pride* inade her at first 
resolve to enclose hack the bartk bitt otf 
tn hundred pbottds, irfaichber father had 
seot her, for present exigencies ; her ra* 
padous husbaody however, si^ized it, and 
the mask he had loag worn, slipped aside, 
and almost discovered his real character^ 
Still she was resolved her spirit should be 
unbroken, and she hastily averted her 
painful renteuibmnce from her Mce 
splendid h6me and the circles she had 
long embellt«hed« The future- ilppeared 
to her a dreadful abyss, and her fortner 
short life, only a shining vision, of which 
her present dtsgmce was the mournful 
TCality ; and always > prey to the most 
^muUnous emotions of the passions, she 
looked for^vard only with horr6r at her 
foture privations* 

. The ioi'diuint Captain Hamilton sooo 
iguitted the soeie^ of tl)e Waningtdns; 
when he found there was nothing, more 
to be gained from them. Lady Warring- 

too 
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ton had sold some valuable jewels she 
took with her, which she had replacec^ 
as many other ladies of quality do, by 
false. The real ooes had brought them 
six 4^undred pounds to begin the world 
with, and the Captain received two 
hundred and fifty for the part he ha^d 
taken in this excursion* 

Lady Warrington lost no time in seeing 
ber friend, whom she fancied she loved 
better tlian ever, and to her alone she 
promised she would be obliged ; and re- 
joiced to find that she would now have it 
in her power to assist her without hurting 
herself,, both as Miss Clarkson and as 
Mrs. Dorimoi^ Yes, had Valencia choice 
to own it to herself)^ she looked upon her 
friend as a resource, always ready to be 
applied to in any emergency, and there- 
fore^ she need not give way to despon- 
dency. 

How easy is the assimilation of manners 
and morals when gamesters unite.. Lady 

E 2 Wdfringtoa 
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Warrington was insensibly becoming as 
rapacious as her husband ; she borrowed 
.continually of her friend, and tiie heire« 
ito thirty thousand pounds, and afl her 
ntother's property, not inconsiderable, 
often kneur not what it was to have a 
single shilling in h6r possession, not 
daring to ask her mother for a fresh sup- 
ply of pocket — I mean nWicwfe— money, 
as Mrs. Clarkson was very liberal in her 
allowance to the future Mrs, DorimotL 
^ The friendship however of Charlotte^ 
though it might be misplaced, knew oo 
bounds, and her money always became 
Lady Warrington*s almost as soon as re-, 
ceived ; who, accordingto her determina- 
tions, had opened a f^ro bank at. her ele- 
gant lodgings in A rgyle- street; 'which, 
however, did not ansiver her laldyship's 
expecations, for tlie charactei* of Sir 
George was too well known to make it 
much frequented. 

In all the houses where Charlotte 

visited 
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visited she had not yet met her bountiful 
t€lation, Mr. Denbigh, though she heard 
T)is praises resounded wnerever she went ; 
and she could now hear them and listen 
to them without the unpleasant emotion 
she before experienced, when she used to 
reflect how unlind had been \^\s father to 
her dear grandsire, but now he had shewn^ 
as she thought, in the hour of sickness 
and death, that he had repented his want 
of friendship ! she, therefore, now wished 
for the time when she should h^ve tho 
pleasure of seeing his son ; but his stay 
at Winchester had been prolonged much 
beyond the time he had intended: 

Before 1 close this chapter, 1 must say 
a word t)r two on the character of Sir 
George Warrington. He might actually 
be said to possess a love of gaming from: 
his very cradle ; nothing could drag the 
cards out of his little hands, when he 
once got hold of them. When he was 
yet an infant of four years old, his nurse 

f> 3 taught 
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taught him all-fours and beggar my 
neighbour ; and, indeed thb last was 
what lie was now continually employed 
in endeavouring to effect 

From a genteel academy he went to 
Eton, still increasing in his propensity 
for pl«y. In a fev^ months after he was 
jptaced there, he lost his mother; and in 
about two years his father followed her 
to the grave. . 

At his death he succeeded to the baron- 
etage, and at the age of one and twenty, 
became master of about ten thousand 
pounds per annum. And now his fortune, 
no very large one for these times of 
luxury and expence, for a nobleman, fiew 
away like chaff before the wind. He took 
a pride and pleasure in not only indulging 
himself in his darling recreation of play- 
ing enormously higb, but would lay bets 
of immense value on maggbts, fli^s, the 
colour of a cat's nose, or the exact length 
of a dog's ear. All his amusements were 

unbecoming 
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4nbfec0iiHng the gentlei»dD of a respect 
ttble and ancient family, however faahioa^ 
able they may be deemed. Sir George 
never drew bis sword except in a drunkeii 
quarrejy and while he attended the school 
of pugilism, he placed himself with all 
the insolence of pride, though in the 
affiected garb of equalizing plainness^ 
with Cribb, Molyneux, and other profes- 
sors of the boxiog art. Every other liour 
which he could spare from the gaming 
table was regulated by the tandem, the 
dog-cart, and the barouche ; while evea 
the other members of the four-in-hand 
laughed at him, and despised him for lys 
folly, -as he rode through the street 
chewing tobaccb, stopping at the tavern 
doors, . and calling aloud for a glass of 
Geneva ; while, as be ratded out of town, 
a noble friend seated behind, as silly as 
himself, blew an horn through all the^ 
wondering towns and villages. 

His nerves unstrung, his health shaken, 

E 4 and 



-by continual dissipation, and his fcrtane 
reduced to a very low ebb. Sir George 
gave up all other pursuits to attach bin> 
self solely, to ttie gaining table. 

There, night after night, he sufiei^d 
himself to be plucked by those harpies, 
tvho attend lor the ruin of young fools- of 
jfortune ; and at the age of six and twenty 
he had run through every shilling of hie 
estate. He no^v associated himself with 
a set of men, who, once rich like himself, 
bad lost all they were worth, and who by 
practising with the cards and dice a little 
innocent chicemevy J as they called it, con- 
trived to raise enough to keep themselves 
Irony want. 

' But this ^as not enough for the extra* 
vagant Sir George. Hq had dipped inW 
Ihk dishonourable practice, he plunged 
jfet deeper, and became the companion of 
those characters who are notorious and 
yet tolerated at some of the gaming^ 
houses in this metropolis ; amongst these 

he 

/ 
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be formed an acquaintance mth Captain 
Hamilton, alias Thomas Jenkins. 

Tlie society of Sir George Warrington 
now began to be shunned by people of 
correct manners and respectability. He 
was, however, yet cordially received in 
those houses where play is the favourite 
pursuit. Lady Amelia Mordaunt declared 
no man played so scientifically ; and 
inrbiie she eagerly gave herself up to ber 
farAsy she took no care of the niece, to 
Vbom she was afterwards so inflexible; 
and though Mr. Mordaunt did not much 
approve the character of Sir George, yet 
as be was the son of his most particular' 
friend^ and a man of rank, he endured 
him, little inragining his daughter would 
place her affections on a man of broken 
fortunes, then near thirty years of age^ . 
and by no means prepossessing in his 
pfrson.' 

Srf ' G eorge bad hitherto been rather 

£5 insensible 
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inseDsible to female charms, but the 
resplendant beauty of Valencia, which 
was of that proud and striking kind which 
suited bis taste, made him her most 
zealous admirer. She loved play — she^ 
was a congenial soul. ** Love,** says the 
proverb, " produces love.'* Sir George 
knew how to speak its language, and 
breathe its vows in as fascinating a man- 
ner as any one, for he had become an 
adept in duplicity. Valencia was caught- 
by his artifice ; and he really loved her. 
But indigence, and the continual vexation 
of his harassed miod^ longing to quit tlie 
detestable society he had entangled him- 
se\f with, yet plunging still farther in the 
ruinous gujph, all his thoughts, all his 
wishes, centered in the fortune of Mr. 
iMordaunt's daughter, as she was an only 
child^ and her father a man of immense 
wealth. 

In an evil hour she consented to elope 

with 



vnth him. He saw how wayward was her 
will, and how mach her aont and father 
indulged her in all her wishes ; this gave 
hrm hopea. that when she .was niarried, 
and the evil irremediable, her father 
woiild not withhold his forgiveness, nor 
what was better still — ^ber fortune*. 
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-/^» exiradrdinary Persondgi. ' 



THE evening after Henry Denbi^ 
returned from Winchester, he^ strolled^ 
into bis favourite coffee-iiouse called the 
Hindostanee. The waiter shewed \\va^ 
into a room, in which was already seated 
at a tablfe, a gentleman i» a very remark- 
able dress ; and what little Henry could 
see \ of it, appeared to be sometbiag: 
resembling that of a biamia But tiiink* 
ing, perhaps, it might be some of the 
tcb >n^rchafits fr^gi.Canton, io Chioa^ 

who 



wbo often aiffhct to dress Itk^ the natives^. 
M be coukl iiot<l»tinguiab ^v^ll from the 
strangep leaning bb head dowo on (be 
teble a$ if be wa9 a»l^p, Denbigh applied > 
ibiuMelf to readiogr a. Calcutta Neiin^>ap6ri - 
iMid.wasjBileni 

I The gloom of tbe apartment sarpri^ii 
-bim, and be was ju«t about to ring for 
another candte^ vrhen a gentle Siigb, prOir 
jteeding from the place where the stranger 
rttt, eauaed him to look upt^ and to h^* 
^laeat Bstomshmeitt, he saw a |ikle, b^Ulftb^ 
kind of lambent flame over lus beadt 

Wlether it was tbb H^t» of owiag tD' 
Hency^8*1l'ant of recoHection^ or from tbe 
situation be sat tn^ HeJiry htfd.no ^ rer 
membrMiice of baidng, seen him^^ before.. 
The &C0 of tbC'^ stranger appeared to bita^ 
a compound of quifst inammatiDn.and ten- 
'^ Boftness ; the downcBst^ pensive air 
liow^eiv tMeipdke itltidiim* 

Henry bad k^ fme spaniel with bin^ 
Inid straager ](ept lookin|{( iirsi^ at khut 

tiien 
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then at hifi master. When he looked at 
die dog hie countenance^ became noost 
expressive. 

RecofiecCion flashed on the* mind* of 
Henry ; his heart leaped in his bosom 
with an emotion he knew not how- to 
account for ; yet it \^& tempered with 
nwe^ for he fought he did not aow» be* 
hold aii^ inhabitant of the eartbi . ; 

At length the stranger said, 'VHeori^. 
Henpy;" and from- tfie lips^ of the 
ai^onished ' Hemy, was feebly uttered^ 
'* AlydearNalipedrr 

If he lambent flame dispersei) ; Henry 
^rew near the table. ^* Good Heayens !!' 
sajd he, ^ do I tllen. yet behold^ you eor 
joying the blessing of lUe.and health? I 
^ougiit that a tyger had- twn . yoa> . ill 
pjefee^ons the plains of Uindostan.!? 
, ':f^ I am yet an inhabitant pf thew)rkl>r 
replied Nabred, ^* but I am >i^K>ut IP 
4|dit it for a ceb&stml c)weUin^« Hear 
hen him> wbo»bas been i^unished for iy$ 

* tmnsgressiom,, 
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transgressions, but ivbo now shudders at 
^c thought of displacing the ever living 
souL Behold, aiki hear a Bramin f Be 
virttiieus Henry, be com^ssionflte, and 
so ^liatl the tertn also of tky^ chastise- 

> 

ments be shortened.*^ 

" I am sure,'* said Henry, " that the 
Powey Supreme, whowatches-overme and 
thee, sees ail nations, and eyery faith 
with the same eye of universal benevo- 
lence. I was bom and educated « 
Christian, and if my deeds are good, I 
shall receive a Christianas reward^. 
Every faith holds but future happiness to 
ks believer, but every faith teaches, that 
to^ttain it we must i3fe*ert?e it.'* 

f« I was a man like thee,'* said Nahred ; 
** and a transgressor. Born and educated 
a Bramin, my sins are of a peculiar red- 
ness of dye f for a Bramin's fakb teaches 
hiro to preserve, andon no accOuntdestroy, 
he vital and ever during spark oJP life 
which the Grj&at Being has infused into 

the 



the v^ snallest of bU. creature. I«aj 
not your^ith, but often yoirr educatioov 
Mrrupt and fuU of erroF^ tctacbes yqci tO' 
bold in con«ein{)A those laws of 'humaiiUy> . 
>vt»eb| when the cruelty eiigeiidered hf- 
that contempt '?haU touch, you in your 
brutal state, Oh ! how keenly witl you' 
feel it But O Henry, how goes the^ 
bout ? My $pi»t has not long to remain > 
QQ earth, aud I must watch the deetkigi 
boiirs*^as they steal ^w^y.w 

Henry laid bis-fine gold repeater oir^ 
t^e table* 

. " O Henry/' re^omed^ Nahred, **I^ 
^r^^iressed against a Bramin's *€reed> a 
fiiamin's principles ! I yielded to th^ 
clam^Hij^of hungef, op^^osed ^y feeble< 
reasoq .agaiiist -the ^raered roles of niy> 
religion^ and blood of beasts,^ btrti^, and^ 
^bes-wfre'^hed to gtatify it^ callsw But ' 
deep.and bitter have been-inypuniishment^ > 
for Ibusrdaring to dislpdg0 thcBouliHi*- 
|4aRted: ia these tjjrresitrial-vebidbes* 

"It: 
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•^ R is tibw five ybars since! list met 
yao %t tlie East ^ Since thdt tifiEie f hard^ 
past through sudi various changes^ that 
there is scarce one* folly or misery, in the 
whole human cataldgtie but what I have, 
experienced. In the body of the tyger, 
Who destroyed me, I past over to thid 
country ; ierammed io^ a den over Exeter 
Chan^, where I bad scarce room t^ 
turn my body, I was not only compelled 
to bcaif all "the tyrannic insolence of a 
keeper who almost/^starv'd nae, but tc^ 
accumulate my sins by an unconqueraWe 
appetite after the flesh of animals. I 
have Jiext chattered in a monkey— -I 
have been a* groveling* swine— ^I have 
been a whiiiing ptippy ; and then again I 
roae to, not the elevated, but to the de^ 
^ra<ji^^ station of man; A scavenger, a 
link-boy at A^ play-houses, and «n at-^ 
tendant iff ivarting^at the greasy feasts of 
a-Lord Mayors *-"•' - 

>^Did 



go I I^L CONSIDER OF :IT# 

** Did I rise in true cousequeiice'by 
next becoming heir to an immease estate 3 
Alas ! on the contrary, nature became 
yet more vilely degraded. I ran horses 
against time ; I drove four-in;-haiid through 
the streets, like a madman, heedless of the 
unoffending and useful pedestrian/ or hiy 
innocent offspring, as they chanced to 
cross my path. I gambled away that 
money which, ought, to have contributed 
to the support of my fellow mortals in 
distress. I lived by acdumulatjng debts 
to an amount I knew I should never be 
able to pay, and settled miy accounts 
with my creditors, by breaking my neck 
from a tandem. I then became the 
noble auimal I had most injured,, an 
^Jlorse ! but in bis niost uahapgy state,, a 
post*horse. Cruel were the hardships I 
endured, most bitter ray sufferings ; tra^ 
veiling all night with speed and diligence, 
scarce any rest did I experience, but was 

continually 
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ContinuaHy running to please the capri- 
cious tUir3t after the pleasure, the self- 
interest, or cruelty of others. 

•* In this state, however degraded and 
ill-used by njan, I was yet elevated to the 
most noble, useful, and intelligent of all 
the creatures of the quadruped kind ,• and 
in that body, like the most scrupulous of 
my cast, I abhorred the bare idea of 
satiating my hunger with the life blood of 
anyaninoal. 

•* I gave up the ghost one night after 
a fatiguing journey of an incessant full 
gallop, when engaged with three more of 
my species, I had been employed by a 
footman to assist him in carrying oflF his 
young mistress, a wealthy heiress. My 
spirit immediately past into the body you 
now behold, exactly similar^ in form, 
feature, colour, and proportion to that 
which, about four years before, was left 
majigled and lifeleiss amongst my Hindoo 
brethren. 

^^Thc 
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. '' The god Vi6hQ4i appeared to mt iw 
the vi£|ipns of the night,, ^nd said|« 
• Nahred, thy punUhmentis at aiiendt 
And I now touch on the moment of beif)g. 
translated to % celestial habitation; 

^' I wish now to take my passage to^ 
India, for with this n^y last tranformatioQ' 
I find myself endued with the spirit^ of 
prophecy ; and I know that this vile* 
covering will seem to expire onboard the 
vessel I^shall sail in soon after my depar-r 
tare from this country. The sea will^ 
receive it, but my spirit will be transport*- 
^d far from the confines of either sea or 
^arth. Alas ! I am^ though only one 
i^ort stage from eternity, yet. a mortal ;: 
and njortal wants are yet miae. AH 
ipoeans, which money, alone can purchase^ 
feil roe; but I shall beg my yvay through' 
a land, famed for its hospitality to tiie 
stranger and the wanderer,^'' 

'* Never, never,|m6st virtuous of men,'*" 
said< Henry, presenting him his. pockets 

book/ 



ibodkl '^ there are bank-notes, teore Aan 
«u£^cieirt to defray iiie expefice of yoor 
voyage. Take what you Ivanl ; the wliolOi 
if you desire jt.** 

" I will take one nofte or two," replied 
the Bratmin, '^*ju8t to pay the exj;jen<:e of 
my journey by land; the rest will be use- 
lesar." " Help yoorseltr said H^nry, 
^* but I entreaft df you not to spare it.'' 

Fnorn moiives of delicacy then the 

gehef ousand enthusiastic Denbigh ttirned 

away, and leaning against the tsfble, ^« 

'Came absorbed iii deep contemplation. 

He had ,dined with a party of gay young 

men, and bad drank more wine than 

usual ; bis iaiagiaation and his head were 

both heated. He made a. resolution, 

however, from that moment to become as 

rigid a Pythagorean, as a certain inflated 

booksdlen InflaUd^ as Mrs. G 

observes, " she knows not how, whether 

with pride or cabbage T 

Denbigh 
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D«ubigh now looked up . to ' put a 

quc^on to the' Bramin, and to bid liim a 

long ^od last farewell He found biai 

vanished/ and his pocket-book and gold 

. repeater vanished also !" 

He rang for the waiter, who solemaly 
declared, and with truth, he had seen no 
such person go out as Mr, Denbigh 
described. All search after him was 
vain ; and it was equally in vjtin that 
Henry continued to advertise his watch, 
and stop it at the different Pawnbrokei:^, 
no tidings \vhatever could be beard 
of it. 



» , •r't' , . . 
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CHAP. VI IL 



The Clerks. 



THE marriage of Chariottc with }X)ung 
J>orli»ion was now so nesn* at hand, that 
'Lady'Ddmndn, lirho loved faer letter and 
'h&mt '48i<Wy day, could not bear for her 
to bo <^Qt ^ her sight ; and every Imur 
i:hat' DortiiMMi eouUJ' spare froni the more 
weighty bfisiflietts oi atnassing money, he 
-passed in tilers s^iokl^r dif his ^adored .(Char- 
Uaiie^ Sb^ UrMi'themforei, much more at 
4jrh>siie]ikpr-plMe .liittn „ at tiom#9 where 
JLiady Donmoii contniii^iy tn^bught her in, 
- her 
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her carriage^, making her take her work 
or drawings with her in'the morningj aiid 
remain the whole day with her. She very 
willingly accepted these invitations, as 
they furnished- her with the excuse of 
being constantly engaged, and kept her 
from going often to that^dwelling of dis- 
sipation and embarrassm^t, occupied by 
her friend, the lost Lady Warrington. 
' Porimon, unwilHng^to losie a moment of 
the society of her he really loved above 
every thing, except gold, transacted much 
of bis l^i^siff^s aC:hi9 m<;tiheir'6 ; dfgant 
^ima,tisi9^v . 4h4 Lady I>iaww)R,4isyiua, 

tf be ^*y^s hnm<fi:t\ifi, tfoms^fmfCU^ St^ 

•fee; %.tii^s^y€Si.:w4*n ,ttey^\l5IW iW^fir 

^oA^>YPly$^^Jr|(iiiff«rrfflbisl)aMctett ap|ikiff4 
ff» W'i^. aiv4 «txii0iiuiie?owiKiiifm Mi^ 



I^LL COltSIDjER OF It. ^7 

who, if approved, might be likely, in time, 
to come down with a considerable sum to 
'he taken as an under partner. AH this 
Dorimon was'infoi'med of. 

Another person applied for the situation, 
-^artid Charlotte was in the parlour with 
Dorimon, when he made the application.- 
DoHmon, while he entreated her riot to 
quit the room, deiiired, in a protecting 
' haughty kind o^ manner, .that the sitranger 
would proceed on the business he cani^ 
upon. He was, alas ! unrecoramended, 
poor, and advancing fast towards the 
winter 6f age. * • • 

" What ! are you come to dflfer your- 
self, sri','* said I>orimon,**' without any rfe- 
commendation?" 

'* Yes, 'sir,*' replied the old rhail ; 
'*^ but my integrity is well known by 
people of true respectability in tMfc me- 
tropolis ; and to whom I can refer you." 
'** VVeH, sir,*' said Dorimon, " Icannbt 
.» VOL. III. F give 
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gi^'C you any answer at present, but " / 

will consider of it.'' 

** No, William,^' said Charlotte, with a 

degree of energy, "you must, not jsay 

you will comider of it. You^willgive 

this good gentleman a decisive answer, I 

hope imtn^diaiely.^ 

** It is impossible,*' said Dorimon* * 
*^ Do not say so/* 5aid Charlotte, 

** you certainly can tell him whether or 
. no you will accept his assist^ce in your 

compting- house/' . 
'The poor gentleman looked at the fair 

and interesting pleader, whose counte- 
nance in the cause of humanity, had 
obtained an expression tliat was celestial. 

** Why all this interest, Charlotte,'' said 
D.primon, *' for a person who comes, 
according to his own account, without 
uny recommendation r" 

" Oh ! Dorimon," said she, " is there 
not suiBcient in his looks, and does he 

not 
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tK)t tell you he can give you references tb 
characters of the highe&t respectability?'' 
** For myself," said the stranger, with 
Jt degree of conscious pride, " I would 
not supplicate, where once the shadow of 
a doubt had arisen to my prejudice; but 
I have a child, whose existence depends 
oh my exertions. For ber sake I can 
submit to any thing,** 

.Dorimon looked towards Charlotte; 
the tear of compassionate tenderness 
stood in her eye, and Dorimon, softened, 
turned politt ly to the stranger, and said, 
^* C:ill to-morrow about this hour, for I 
must before I positively engage you, 
consider of it.'^ . 

Charlotte was to go that evening with 
all the Dorinions to the Theatre. She 
was to sleep at Grosvenor-place, and with 
anxious expectancy, she looked forward 
to thie morrow^ which she had promised 
to pass till the evening at Lady Dori-* 
mon's, when her mother and grand&ther 

F 2 wjjre 
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Avere to go and escort her home. She 
made use of every littk chastened caress, 
every powerful persuasion, to make her 
destined husband promise to engage 
the respectable and veoecaUe looking 
6tranger, 

DorimoQ assured her that business. 
QOuld never be traftsacted in a rash and 
hasty manner ; but that sfi« might rest 
j^Stfur^d, that in regard to her request, he 
should carefi:iUy '^ ctmdder of it;'^ • 

Sordid and deceptive young man, yjou. 
tbeu knew that your word, your promise, 
•^as given lo another. To ooe whom yoa 
tjiought would add to your store of world* 
\y wealth ; while iionour, iutegrity; and> 
real worth were, because iaccon^panied 
with poverty, and^without the recommen- 
dation of powerful friends, rejected. 

At half past twelve the next day, the 
Uiteresting stranger made his ^ppcarance^ 
• * Would ypu wish to retire^ Mi^s Clark- 
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soi)?'^ said DoK'tmon, with the most 
winning softness. 

'' O certainly, sir/' said she, coldly, 
•^^ if I interrupt business/" At the same 
time, as he opened for her the door, 'sl>e 
cast oa \i\ix\ a supplicating glance to in- 
treat him to succour a worthy object ia 
distress. 

She retired to a-small anti-room, where 
she could hear every word of the conver- 
satioo, I like, not the conduct of Dori^ 
*^ .mo^n, thought sht?» in this business ; it is 
very mean ;to be a listener, but I will 
remain hero, aad bear a result, which shall 
determine ^y future destiny. 

" Well, sir," said the ypung merchant, 
" I am almost sorry I gave yOu the 
trouble of coming again ; for I have 'en- 
gaged a young gentleman yesterday. 
But I should think you might easily ob- 
tain the place of under clerk at some of 
our oiercantile houses, if you can obtain 

F 3 a 
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a good character for honesty ^nd 
sobriety." 

'* Ab ! sir,'* said the poor gentleman, 
** I am not used to hear such servite 
qualifications insisted on." 

" Servile!— So then you think it ser- 

I vile/ to be honest and sober." * 

" Far from it, sir; 1 am too much tl)e 
victim of others dishonesty, not to abhor 
that as a principle the most vile and de- 
grading to human nature. And ,when I 

' said the word servile it certaiqiy was mis-^ 
placed ; but I meant it as customary te 

ibe required in the charactei* of a servant, 
that he should be sober and honest. I 

.repeat to you^ sir^ that I can bring reft^* 
pectsiUe references as to my character as 
a genfkman ; and under that title, too 

. often usurped, is comprehended every 

-thing that isi worthy or deserving the nanf>e 
of man. "^hy, sir, did you deceive me 
yesterday, by saying you would consider 

of 
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iff it ? Why not give me my final dis- 
mbsion, and not suffer me to cherish fal- 
lacious hope r" 

♦• I must say, I_think you extremely 
insolent/' said Dorrmon. " Am I 
o.bliged to give you a t>lace of tuo hun- 
dred a year, because you wish it?'' 

" Half that sum would satisfy me,** 
said the stranger; M niy daughter 
perishes!" 

*' Let her work then," said Dorimon, 
' "and lielp to support you.^' 

** Alas I" said the stranger^ '* she is 
blind." 
, " Ah ! well, sir,** said Dorimon, " I 
am very sorry ; but put yourself in my 
place, and would you think of taking a 
man into your house that comes from 
nobody knows where ? Would not you 
think you had every reason to suspect 
him?" 

: " My lot, sir," said Elford, " is 

F 4 wretched 
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wretched enough ;. i?hy. tJien refuse my 
a}>plii;ations with insult and derision.'' 
. '* Oh ! perhaps," said Dorimon, '*that 
may not be exactly right. But certainly 
it has a very suspicious appearance, when 
a man says he h^s been a gentleman, 
and is reduced almost to beggary in bis 
did age.'* 

" My misfortunes, sir, are keen enough^ 
and you have cut me to the very soul. , 
But, sir^ the time may come, when you 
niay be brought to know, v^rhea too late- 
that he, who never felt pity, can have no 
right to claim it.'' 

" I want, sir, to hear none of yoUr^ 
preaching," said Dorimon; "I have 
nothing to give away, and you, and your^ 
daughter must shift. as well as you can: 
but stop a minute till I have read this: 
letter the servant has jagt brought ti^." 

Charlotte fell on her knees, and 
breathed a solemn vow that no ppwer on 

earth 
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earth should make h^r unite her fate W 
Dorimon's. 

*' O wretch of iron heart !'* said she to 
herself; *' happy, happy hour,, which has 
i^ewn me thy disposition before it was 
too late. Those cruel lips that * thus* 
cold and unpityingVcan insult poverty, 
age> and affliction, shall never, never rc^ 
aeivc from mine the conjugal embrace; 
nor that close shut hand be 6ver joined 
in mine hefore the saci'ed altar/' 

" Ah !'' said Dorimon, « this letter ii 
about you, but J know nothing of the 
writer, only that he is a man of high 
ftown sentiments, quite the dupe of his 
imagination, • but I believe very poor. 
You rtay as well, However,Jake the lettei* 
if it will: do you any good.'* 

*• I thank you,^sir,^ said Elford, •' it 
may do much, being addressed to you.'* '- 

"Oay, true,, give it me back again, 
I-know^nothingof you, that is certain." ' 

**• And I see, sir,'' said the unfortuuate 

F.5 stranger 
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stranger, you are resolotely beot on the 
determinatiofi of not serving me/^* 

*V Pshaw !" swd Doritnon^ unfeeliogly ; 
^' a dental ought not tcysiakyoo 99 ihueb^ 
You must expect many in thjs toirn, be« 
fore yob gain what you require.*' 

'* Ah ! sir, may you never know die 
humiliating distress experienced by such 
denials. A mere monosyllable may sink 
us to the dua^t.** 

*• Well, sir," said DorinK>o, " I wish 
you a good morniiig ; I have no time ta 
hear you moralize/' . . 

*^ I have then nothing to hope, from 
your recommendation oraissistiMice.'* 

'• Why> my good sir, J know nothing 
ofyou. But stop, 77/ consider of it a 
little. rU tell you. wha,t,. you may take 
this letter, aod say> you called oti me, 
but I had engaged a clerk ; at the same 
time be sure you say I kaow nothing of 
you. Stop, ril write a note to that, effect^ 
now / consider of it tg all niiona. it 

may 
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may concern, and inclose this letter in it^ 
There, yon see what I have said.'* 

'* Ah ! SIT) this equivocal kind of re.» 
coQimendation, will, I fear be of little 
service to me. Alas ! my poor daughter.** 

O Dorimoo, what a victim art thou to 
that &tal sentence. of '' 77/ consider of 
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CHAP.iX. 



. » 



An vneocpected Rencontre. 



CHARLOTTE rushed into the hall 
after -the stranger.. ** Sir/' said she, 
*• will yx)u be pleased to favour me with 
your daughter's address f" ' 

^Iford took a card from his pocket) 
^nd presented it to her, " Assure her, 
sir/' said she, " from one who deeply 
feels for her, that I will take the liberty 
of caliijig on her, «and of bringing her 
instant relief." 

The agitation, the humid eye, and 

glowing 
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gio^Dg cheek of the fieiir speaker, were 
not lost on the old man ; be softly articu- 
lated tljc sentence of *• Oh ! how unlifcef 
. ** SiFy'^fiaid she, ** what did you say r*^ 
^^ Are you the sister, madam," said he^ 
♦* of Mr. Dorimoti r 

** No, sir," said she, in the hasty heed- 
less impulse of the moment, *' I j^tand in 
no relationship to Mr. Dorimon's family,' 
nor ever mean rt. Good morning, sir. 
I will be with your daughter immediately/* 

Scarce knowing what she did, she 
hastily tied on her bonnet and mantle, 
and set of, as fast as her feet could carry 
her, without heeding whither, down Pic^ 
cadHly ;* when suddenly the agonising re- 
flection shot across iier bosom, that sho 
had not a shilling, yet had promise<J 
immediate succour to a distrest gentle-* 
woman ! 

To ask her mother* again for money 
was impossible. She had given her an 
ample allowance only the morning before^ 

which 
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Mrhicb was already disseminated amongst 
the harpies at Lady Warrington's Factif 
table. Nor had her mother given h« 
this money, without very severe lectiltres 
and animadversions on the crime of pro- 
digality, and wilful extravagaace, which 
her daughter had evinced in so padrticular 
a manner fay Ibe sudden and sbamef«it 
^xpeaditupei for shamefyl it was» in being 
effected so soon, of kbe kst sttm she gave 
her '^ but now Mrs. Clarkson solemnly dei- 
elared, and Charlotte knew she was not a 
woman to break her word,, that slie 
would not give her another halfpenny &a 
a month to come^. 

• Full of this tormenting aed paiilful re^* 
collection, Charlotte reached as fetr as the 
corner of Albemarle^treet. The w^l- 
known beoeficence and kindness of 
Major Farringdon rushed on her mind; 
pure^ as those of an angel were her ideas; 
and prudence never told, her tliat there 
could be any impropriety in calling a^ 

the 
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ibe. lo^gingfr of 4 si ngle gentleman . For 
-^oy thing tbai might ooQcern o^'self alone^ 
thought she, I couki iicver, I am Burr^ 
litter the wishes of my heart to Major 
Farriogdoii ; but. I well know that .bis 
^ charity and generosity predotsinate^ over 
all his priderand that he is ever ready to - 
pity and assist the wretci^edi ^ 

She hastened to the door of hin^ house ; 
it ' was staiMling open. She almost ^w 
up to the room where he ccmstantly sat» 
and where .i^e bad often seea bim^ when • 
but a child, she had called on him with 
bier grandfather. The back of the Major, 
as she thought, was next to her, aiud she 
exdaimed as she entered, '' Dear Major 

Farringdon, I ant come* *' The ^ntle* 

man turned roi»nd, and fixed on her a pair 
of fine dark eyes, but tbey we!?e not thoa^ 
of Major Farriogdon ! His lipsexclaiml 
ed, "Oh Heavens! is it possible ?" 

At length the genxlieman kerned to 
look at her with a degree of saucy free- 
dom 
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dem. He drew a cba}r*for her, aiM} 
brought his own 9oat close to her, offering 
to take her by the hand. , She withdrew 
it witbunaflfected modest^, hot her mind 
was too sorroili'ful for her to assume, wliat 
she seldom had mnch of nalurally^^ 
dignityl 

** I sureTy cannot have mistaken thr 
house,** said she. ** No, that is tmpossi> 
ble^" she added, as she cast her eyes on a^ 
. picture of her own drawing over the 
chimney piece. ** Is Major Farringdon* 
at-home, sir?" 

'^ No, he has rode out as far as- CheU- 
sea. r am«s«ire he little imagined tb# 
happiness whleht awaited him this morrling.. 
in the visit of so lovely a yOung ladyc 
He desired me to stay here till he came 
back, as I requested to read, a book which 
he will not suffer togo'outof hi$:librai*y>;. 
but now I behalf' the. fairest work tiiat 
%*as ever given to the world." Charlotte 

without 
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Without paying the least attention to this 
compliment, hurst into tears. 

^^'Hqw tculy unfortunate I am,*' said 
she. ' ^ 

'* And shall such loveliness know mis- 
fortune," said the gentleman, ** while it 
is in my power to remove it ? Is Far- 
ringdonso insensible of his own happiness 
as to destit such a treasure ? .'For much 
Ifear— — ' 






, f*rO sir/' said Charlotte, who was no* 
Sttcb an innocent fool as not now to find 
out that she had been guilty of some little 
impropriety in calling on a single gentle^ 
man, ^' you are J see labouring under 
some mistake. My grandiiaither has 
know.n< Major Farringdon fro ma child; 
the Major^s father was one of his^ roost 
early . friends^ and my visit to the Major 
this morning was in the cause of humanity 
alone, as! icoow he is ever ready to itw-* 
part his assistance to distress. 
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'^ A poor officer's widow, deprived of 
sight, and struggling against poverty— —* 
^ He suffered her not to continue ; 

— — ' — ** When maidens su«, 
Men give like Gods * 

** Will you impart tome/' interrupted 
he, " what you was about to unfold to 
AJajor Farringdon? My means are 
ample ; and I am never more happy thaa 
when I can dispense those gifts with 
which foTtane has blest me amongst those^ 
who thou^ worthy, the capricious power 
has utterly abandoned." 

** O sir," said Charlotte. " I cannot 
ask of you, what my long acquaintance- 
with the Major would render a pardoa* 
able freedom." 

" And why not, excellent young lady ?" 
said the gentleman^ his manners suddenly 
l)eing changed into tlie la^st reverential 
respect^ 

** Indeed 
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*' Indeed I promised, I was going to 
befriend the unhappy lady. Alas! I 
have not the means.'^ Again her tears 
flowed, nor could she restrain thea>. 

** Allow me, I beg of you, to accom- 
pany you ; I have the means — 1 have just 
been with my banker.'* 

" Suffer me first, sir, to enquire the 
name of him who thus kindly offers to 
be my escort ?'* 

** Henry iDenbigh.'* 

*' Good Heavens, sir,! Be assured 
tljen I will not hesitate a moment. Your 
generous character is too^well known and 
appreciated by her you now see before 
you, Charlotte Clarkson, the grand- 
daughter of Captain Littlefame, who 
married your father's first cpusin.'* 

" My sweetcousin,^'said Henry, taking 
her hand, and tenderly, though respect- 
fully pressing it to his lijis, " what a 
happy rencontre" 

1 have ever maintained it, that there is 

such 
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luch a thia^ as love c^tfirbC sight ^ t^otigri 
at the time we may not exactly know it 
18 that tender passion. Whether, in w 
pre-existent state, souls before held coco- 
inunioa with each otbcF^ or from what-' 
ever cause it proceeds^ b undefinable. 
Personal attractions^ though th*y may 
cause histant admiration^ do not influence 
solely this peculiar and sweet emotion. 
No, mind meets mind through those 
optics of the ^^onl, the eyes ; and eacb 
thinks,, I never saw one who pleased me 
so \^'ell, or to whom the dispaiisatton of 
happiness seems so attached. Thus the 
imagis of Cliarlptte Clarkson» tltougb 
^ Henry had seen inany femalle§ infinitely 
more beautiful, was nevrr efiaeed from 
his memory, since the titf^e be first riiet 
her, about a year after his father'^ 'death,, 
with her mother crossing South Audley- 
street. Neither did she ever behold so 
fine a pair of. eyes, as those which turued 
tJieir bright beams on. her as- she entered 

tlie 
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the libffeiy of Major Farringdan, nor a 
tiountenance so truly expressive of bene- 
T<»lence, and M'hkh seemed to be the 
index of a soul congenial with her own. 
And what she felt, a? she suffered him to" 
acporapaby„her on her charitable errand, 
was a sensation totally different from what 
existed chiefly in a school girFs imagina- 
tion, which persuaded the romantic mind 
of youth, that she loved him who had 
long become indifferent to her, and M^hose 
flinty and avaricious bosom had rtow ren*' 
dered him odious to her. Neiiher did 
«ihe feel for the captivating Henry that 
tiftiid and painful sentiment, she had once 
experienced for the proud Farringdor, 
and Avbose- family consequence bad 
desfroyed it in its ripening, ere it was ma- 
tured into love. *But here, a sweet, an 
indescribable sentiment warmed her bosom 
and penetmted the recesses of iier heart- 
Nor was the delighted Henry less enslaved ; 
tifl suddeivreieoltection.casta gloom over 
. . V ^ J bis 
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his mind, as he said, ** I understand by 
Major Farringdon that the rich and happy 
Mr. Dorimon is soon expected to lead 
Mii>s Clarkson to the altar/' 

" Never, sir," replied she, with firmness. 
** Indeed !" said Henry, while joyful hope 
beamed in his fine eyes. 

The conversation, however, becanoe 
general, till they reached the humble 
lodging of Mr. Elford's . daughter, to 
whom the most munificent relief was ad- 
ministered in that elegant and delicate 
manner, which seemed to prove the donor 
the person most obliged. Henry politely 
and respictiully required of Mr. Elford 
to confer^ the favour on him to become 
his steward; for Henry perfectly recol- 
lected the good man in India, though he 
had never known him' when in affluence 
and prosperity, but he was well known at 
Bengal for an unfortunate but honourable 
man. 

Elford most joyfully now accepted the 

proposal 



%\t CONSIDER OF IT. . 119 

proposal of Mr; DenlHgh ; ^ho taking 
leave of the afBicted parent and his inter- 
esting daughter, solicited the honour of 
Attending Miss Clankson home. 

She readily consented, and caused her* 
mother muchl^urprise by her appearance, 
^* I little expected, ' said Mrs. Ciarkson, 
*' to have seen- you to-day, Charlotte ; at 
least not till the evening, at Lady Dori« 
mon's/' 

" Mamma,*' said she, blushing indig- 
nantly at the very name of Dorimon, 
: ** will you have the goodness to give mc 
.tiie diamond sprig which Mr. Dorimon 
presented me with last week ?** 

** tVhat for? Is Lady Dorimon going 
, to have any particular party to-night 1" 

- ** Then I do not wish you to wear it 
. till after you are Mrs. Dorimon.'' * 

"That I will never be," said Char- 
.lotte. 

" Nonsense! are you not ashamed to 
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go on thus before :%lr.. Deobi^;" eaid 
bar mother. 

" What's the matter,!" said .Captain 

^ littlefame, wIk> was. talking a{»itt at the 

•'^wintiow with Henry, and who vas much 

grieved at tbi$ interruption, for he was 

inbensibly bringing the convensatidti 

royind to 9 subject which itiost interested 

.him,, the lovely Charlotte. . 

" Ah ! little love quarrels I suppose^'' 
.said Captain Littlefame, ''which according 
^to the old nmxim, are the renewal of love." 
'* No, sir," said Charlotte^ *^ my reso- 
lution is the consequence of thought and 
^ consideration. Xet me speak to you, <lear 
mother alone," , ' 

*\ No, I will not hear any such girlish, 
trifling nonsense." .V. ' 

" Tl>en," said Charlotte, ** as you 

oblige me to speak bdbre. Mr. -Denbigh, 

. I here . solemnly repeat the tout X made 

this morning on my knees, that I never 

will be Mr.jDorimon's wife »'' 

' " And 



' *' Anii whence comes this caprice F^ 
said the Captain, rather atikrHy. ' 
' " Sir,*^ idid ' Charlotte, " it* is nd 
caprice ; H is a fixed and steady resolu- 
tion ; do not thefi look iQ anger upon mei 
Oh ! my more than father, my dear kind 
mother, generosity and goodness guide 
the . actions* 'of'- you both ; ybii have 
brought me' up to comfort, ai^ far as lie^ 
in my power, the afflicted soul,^ and hold 
in horror tlie. idea* of * breaking the 
bruised reed ;' and never will 1 wed 'a 
man, who, alive only to his own intefest^ 
iind thei^ amassment of wealth, can heap 
insult htid barbarity on the ag^d head; 
and steel his own heart against the ^fl^ 
ings of the unfortunate. Dorimon is 
such a man ; and such a man shall nevet 
be my husband. Disinherit me, leave 
me without a shiUipg, let me labour for 
my daily food, but condemn me not to be 
the wife of Dorimon/' 

She then explained the Irausactioas of 
'- Voi, III* © the 



tfad-mcxraii^ find 4ui;ingher artless 
she cast oa H^ry the sweetest t^pgb 
%ws%' tipnid looks of i a^iuiratioi^^ He, 
ardent aad iBipetuops^ fetfed tbe present 
prppkious BUMoaenti mid offered iiinoiseif 
luad fortane, ia preseiu^e of berparente^ 
to the ebarttu&g and interestiog Charlotte* 
. This was an ofi^ . ia ev^ry respect 
fupcfrior to that, of Dorixifkoru Bat aot 
noshiog^to appear ueyust to liioi,, or top 
eagerly hoBty ki tl^ir aeeeptance^ ]j>ea<^ 
]»i|^ though bptb the grandfather laad 
tbo: mother eoahl.]|ot'lmt^e^ truly partial 
to«o aoHableasi^itfryy wJb^oiBthf^y cf|ff>Ifve4 
j^K^ld ootsme 111:^1% tb^ tf^ldi^m fih^ 
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CHAP. X 



Farewell *' thinks i to myself.^ 



I MUST not forget^ amidst my making . 
up marriages and breaking them off^ to. 
S9y a few words more to the Author of 
** Thinks I to myself,'* and then bid hijodj 
farewell. And if I prophecy ari^itr— 
ifiv,en is a fatal number. I fear hi9. 
volumes in that edition will be doomed. 

• K • 

to undergo the fate of si^me, of mia^^ that, 
k^r-be laid on the shelf! 

JBut think not^ because I am caodic^ 
enough to acknowledge that tbis^has bee(K 

G 2 "my 
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my lot, that I am now actuated by so low 
a principle as envy ; for while I consid^r^ 
ed the work, I always endeavoured to 
:search oqt its merits^ and applaud them as 
they deserved. But two or thi'ee pas- 
sages, yet obtrude themselves on my 
memory in the second volume, and fis I 
now find myself drawing very near to a 
conclusion, I must say what I have to 
6ay upon them, and have done with that 
subject ^ For after the marriage of my 
bero jand heroine is concluded upon,/ 
shall not have room for an Epilogue^ lilce 
jny thinking predecessor ; which £/)»- 
logu^ liy : the. bye, is nearly as l.ong as 
the whole drama. 

. What versatility of acting talents does 
such an JE^ilogue not require. JPilled up 
as it is^ with tbe virtues, vices, qualifica^ 
tions, &c. &c« of London and country 
servants. Then follow air the cries of 
London, the imitatipQf qf which would be 
ibougli to fatigue Bannistery Fawcett 
* Knight! 
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Kuight, Listoa, and all the whole set of 

comic Dnimics ever seen or heard on the 

- stage (see pages 1 1^ and 1 14 of vol. II.) 

: All these are, however, excellent book* 

. filling schemes ; and as many of our 

, present pubjications are apdy denominated 

pehiciest so this author not only made bis 

. work St vehicle for every thonght which 

• came uppermost, but also for London 

cries, servants's qualifications, long tvords^ ^ 

taoselesslv made use of, &c. and has 

tbereby rendered it also a vgry usefut 

wkicle to teach the whole art cibook" 

filing! 

\ found myself^ when I first camidered 
Ihts -work^ particularly amnsed at the 
. character of the author's mother. At the 
beginnUig she is made out a very good 
J sort ofwonfan ; m talents, and in her do** 
. mestic sphere, somewhat rosembling the , 
. good Mrs. ^mrose» Mrs* Homesp^, or 
' any other six:h matter of fiict female, 
; presiding oyer a fonotily^ ^nd rf cfirdad- iu 

e 3 DOwL 
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nwel lore. But in the Epilogue, Sfee to 
eicaltied to the skies. The author oeaUe 
to 'utter half her praises/ gives her 
oology, in the words of a great man, aod 
she is made equal to any of our most 

* wondcrftil heroines of modern romance ; 
not less, but rather more than celestial ! 

How cotild this thonghtfuLvfntet en- 
terta^in so sacriligious an idea, fti that 
he could possibly persuade trt into a bfe- 
lief that there Tcere ever any clodpoles int 
' Parliament ? Utterly impossible, ttj 
good Sir ^ ! ! v 

In bis prolix comments on servants^ he 
^ seems to have 4)orrowed an idea from tl^ 

* fkrct oif Htih Lift below stairs, vrhere 
' the servants are represen tied asiaH lierd- 
' ing togetljer in combination -to deoetv^ 

* their master, and sdotding the borrtst ser- 
' vaftt to Cof entry, who wili not ^ join. in 

* tbcfr frjiud ^nd deceit. This disagrefe- 
ftble truth m ae eoi^stantly Knownsmld 

. f(^ in dll' great families, that it is lost 
A ^ ' labour 



hhoM tottrafwmitrt to postterity, 'tbfotigh 
fif^medibm o^ books. If it muSt be i^c- 

• • * 

%ord^l it amuses more on the stage them 
fft *the trtesct, Bor\ra9it worth Trtiile to 
pfti '^6 mairy pages about the heroes aiitl 
l!fer(3Sn6^ of the kittrhen, as our fhinking 
atrthoif lias* tafen the trouble of doing.^ 
*' For my part, I feel myself tmderthc 
wilaT^duMe^ necessity^ of sa}Tlng more on 
lWs«siAj*ct then I wish, but how, if I say 
*ofliing, can I possibly notice the greatest 
'part of the second tolume of ^^Thtnks^ I 
"io tntfstlff ahx! if I dd not say some- 
t&?ttg t>f ^these lattei* pages, some of my 
4f*iidcrs, 'Who tfiay xhonce ta be great ad- 
mirers of the work* in questteh, may 
%teV I Wavfe 'not Tpropeily^ consider- 

'^"^*;<fi(tfou« reader; V^^ edit^fdered 
<h^ every on^, mtiofmevA'ifevtlie il^^lfeo. 
i #4 doubt 
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doubt bot the Author has abilities hx 
superior to my own ; but I will not be so 
servile ais to say be has displayed them 19 
this Work. Our opinions have differed ia 
naany things/ and they differ in his re* 
inarks on servants ; for in regard to the 
superiority of the country servants over 
those of London, I entirely disagree with 
him. Those of London .are infinitely 
more clever, nor are they at all more, jin* 
deed I believe not so much, adepts in 
artifice as those in the^ country. This is 
I acknowledge a bold assertion ; but it is 
in vain now to look for rural innocence j 
it is often feigned, and that ^renders the 
.artifice still deeper. 

. I do not believe there is now a nurse 
in existence^ wfio would stew a lad^ and 
ber.cbil4 oimost to death, wkb the hot 
.warming pm^ in the way he deacribea his 
EijQily . to, fe^^ve . been treated. Howevcf , 
Jt'Open^ s^ fair field &f| him ,tp fill up a 
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' fe# pages with invectives agiainst €oddl€tSj 
crammetSj &c. &c This did tiucse re- 

^ioieinbered Lord Ktlgarnpck's -cAiM^^t^j 
then master Bobby, which *if^^^pas*1^^ 
unlikely he should be so sadly afflicted 
with as he describes ; being, as he tells 
us in the first volume, a very sickly child, 
always kept quiet and warm, no doubt 
with his mother. Such children scarce 
ever have chilblains ; it is the robust child 
or the poor man's barefooted boy, that 
wades through snow, and is setdom at the 
fire till after dark; then incautiously puts 
his feet to that opposite element, and the 
next morning again encounters the incl&> 
mency of the weather, or the humid and 
penetrating thaw. But master Bobby, 

, always cosseted, and almost tied' to his 
mother's apron string, was^not likely to 
be'^o violently afflicted with this disagree- 
able complaint, as he makes his nurse 
describe. 

oS Lord 
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, Ix>rd ^Igarnocli, in tb^ condudioK, js 
-fcn^py with bi5 Emily and big cbil<]fac^. 
c Why thw* tfio^gb oaly in fiction, fUWilfc 
j^Mr Mrs^: Fji^g^t so severely ? 
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POiRIMON vvf s jauch surp^is^ ^^^^^ 
aB he repairi^d soon after tbp dq^^ur^^Qf 

, £lfurd to (he dressiv^-rooip of lofi iQqitJiff; 
beipuqd Ujs Chftrbt])? h94.ipo^h6e^ tjbtfop, 
^qd still sooiiie n^a^ he ptsty^iy^d^ ^heu hjB 

,ww t9ld ^}y .tj»e fpQtjmq, that Miss pj#$k- 
aop Jwi i?;me 4wi% *6?miiigtyi^^^§t 

■i>¥^. •;• , ,' ■ . . .<■:. ■/.■ • ;:•> 

jftf^olleeied mmmut or other as she 

G 6 vantcdt 
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vantedj and is gone to buy it, whtte: you 
was busy with the old man, as you was 
telling me about yesterday.'^ 

'' Ab! he's an old borb/'. said young 
DorimcHi ; *^ as poor as a rat, G — d help 
him !" '' Besides," said Lady Dorimon, 
*^ there's no ^use J^ ^ bi<n coining and 
plaguing you* YouVe fengaged that 
tot her rich young man, Aa^itV you ?" 

'* To be sure ; * do you think I don't 
know what I am about ^'^ 

*iAy, ay," said her polite ladyship, 
;<*^ite^"right; he's bttc as will bring 
^^T^ii^^ i»}dUr^^^ as the saying is. Why, 
^'Imiki^ ft^ nbuseVo have any thing to do 
'<Wii\i a ^Mi 'irf poor folks. And now its 
'Wgddd tiling 'ffiaVyoii dicTn^t riiake s^^rmis 
piirf6$&h to' yimBcrimp^ for she A^^got 
t^lieJthousanrf pounds down, and 




' six more at her father's death; arid tbs 

fci Affo^ ^iuitay h.dif at Balh,^ has only 

^#ci«jrii*faen-you touch the Capital ; and 
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n<irh«feV the girl ybuiSAe^wi A thirty 
thousairdr - i i . i i 

V " I woiiH marry mysvreetCharldtte/* 
%9Ld young Doritnon, " I believe, if she 
had noli a sijcpcnce ; biit I certainty love 
her better with Aii^ty thousand^ ^01^^ 

" I believe so/*^ said Lady'iDoririiaii, . 
** else youM b% a greatfbd/^ 

A note soon after arrived from Char- 
lotte,' saying that she Would wait oh Lady 
Dorimon in the evening, with her moth^ 
and ghwdfather, anfd begged her lady- 
ship' wodid nWwWl: difthier. 'ISteaAd^ 
that she hoiped Lady 'Dtirimpn wpuld not 
have aiiy other company that fevening. • 

The important evening arrived; and 
none was ihiere but Mrs. Clarkson and 
her family. When the servants were 

withdrawn after supper,' Charlotte, col- 

• • • 

•lecting all her firmness, turned to Mr. 
Dorimon, 'whoie attehtions she had re- 
• pttiisfed^ith mucfh coldness all the evening 
JiwBing to tini the diamoncl sprig, , 

" Here ^^ 



~ < • . < 



» 

sent Permit me to return it/a|^d 59ri|^>t 
I'b^to d^UvejT my»p\fwAyf^ frcHq every 
<^ng^geqa6nt of futi^re. ^jimp^/' ; ^ 
V Q Cbvl<>ttK$ r fl%i4 I>4)rin>oit^inrJuii^ 

" Why/ . ((!«?](?/ M^a«(,r; -$844 JUiy 
. Dorinu)iXj3 ^^ vbjj, tM$ is v^y o44 ^^* 
, Yioiir ! lif Jay, it3 w hetl^r than dg^wti- 
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*^ ^y gi;ai^.|d»jjight^,'!.wi4t>jto 
I^t*\e&n>e, V.asweRjii;^^ ^i»tt^,>att»d 
ot }4r,. P^mmn(^.^ very;. W^le in uni- 
soa Mriti^ ji^r amto, t|i^t i^e^ ^s can$dej|t 
; stie' capi Qever Jjie Jtwjj^y^^^tix IWjO)* Tifere- 
fipre^ a^bisr mctber^dua^^lf ace w- 
aolyed pet^r ,ta ff^Tcp k^ inciiaaJ^ofiSp, ^gye 
qertaiply^ ^s^ s^e k so avfscie tQ* i4 donot 
:^iih. ^f ixijbend&d n^Arria^ bfj^wf^is^jiuir 

^ V A«d »irw, Mias^'' ,«»id ^Mm^j P^npf- 



. laww? Yoij WM npightUy fond of ku^^ whw 
.joni iW^'V got no jortin\ and nawyl 
sappisse^aa you've bM a bet^rofibr^you 
rAiftj^^tojilt him." \ 

Cbarlot;te,bliisbedi but recaUecti^g her- 
;^f, 1^ wid— ** I am not the cbaractpt' 
your X^adysjiiip \% pleased to give to xn,e. 
\ ^%X. 0(*ply, ajjd fr^nHJy. Mr.^ Dori- 
mo»'s .mind and piiociples are toitally r^'- 
pugnan^ t9 jp^iDe^/aod \ sftn convinced I 
could jjever be happy with him.'* " 

. • *^ Ob !«ayi wy beloved Mis? Clartion/* 

tMid Poirynpn,/* what have X doxie ?'* 

. »*^ O Mr^ Doriqaon, a^ your own beart 
iwd wTOqicwQe, tbey wili tell you bojv 
you insilted tbi$ motpiijg, ,age, povertjr, 
i^nd. misfortune, i^ tb? 'peispn of an ao* 

. guiahed father seeli^jiig employment ^a 
support a daughter bereft of sight T^a 

, nian eaip^e i|f amcb oonduct^ I have so- 
lemnly vowi^^ J^ver to umte my fate/'. . 

y Q Charlotte/' §ald ©Qrwon,. '' I»will 

will 
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•will send forhira, fall at his feet, and itt- 
treat his pardon, to please you, and make 
you retract your cruel sentence/' 

^No, sir, not to please me should 
this be done. It should have been the 
willing, genuine feeling of the tender arid 
compassionate heart. It is s>elf alone no«r 

" which actuate your contrition "towiai^s the 
man yoii have injured. Therefore, minds 

'50 ill paired as ours never - ought to 
unite/' \ 

*' Upon my word, Miss,** said Sir 
Philip, who till now had been silent, ":I 

"^ inust say 1 think you have io right to 
dictate to my son in the way brbusiness. 

•He has made a' very pmdent choice in 
the yoQDg man he has engaged, ' wbidi 

' will add to his 'riches and he all the better 

' for yourselves/' . .. ? ^ 

" Ay, ayi said Lady Dorimonj " ??^ 
money ai makes the thar^ to goT ^* 
" lily grand-daughter,*'^ *siid Captain 
^ Littlefame, UiMble'to^ contaiabia indigriit- 

. tion, 
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tioo, ^' has never beea broaght u^ with 
those*seliish and narrow notions.'' 
\^ *' Why, Captain, Captain,'' said Sir 
J?hilip, ^'Jts not likeljr that you, who have 

worn, a red coat all your life, should Jkno w 

• • • 

.any thing abotut commerce." 

'^ Ahr said Lady Dorimon, aiming at 
y^itf [* and see what he has got by his 
red coat, or rather see what he has lo^t I? 
glancing significantly ^at the wooden le^ 
and the iarmless sleeve of the good 
veteran. \ . . , 

" Hold, your tongue,. Molly,'' said tto 
Kn^ht, who hadaowmounjted.Ai<f.hobb]r 
Jboi'se ; *^ I wish to have things amicably 
settled, if possible. And I am sure whcQ 
Miss, comes to consider of. it^ she'll own 
that she has J)e?n„ yery mqch in ;.the 
yftofigf^fih&ri I have j^bt^ . out 4» her 
gr2mdpa4)a.aIlthe9t^yaAtag,^9pf money t6 
.^se who are i^,,,^ . ^otQsaejreial Une. 






'• •^ I do ttottirttena;^ »ia Captain JIft*. 
defame, •**t6 tnow ttrapftf ■ Aboot cott**- 
incr<*ej but t tMnkthe mist Aeirtfelt 
good is to'ldty tip il^te&fs of 6iu<mS^ 
Ing fellow- creataris.'*. "' '• " ' ' ' • ' '•■ 

** Ah !" swd Sir PttKp, *^ Bkvii pub^ 
•He c JttrHics^Of all tftatt «iftf I hope my 
^ Ola wilt rivihiys ';1iave' the j^o»d •sense; ' t6 
^o«^,; thait poverty" is the grettteit of wR 
ieviW^^: ■. ' ■ ''';•■' '•■■ ' \ "■ '"• • '■' 
' • **!^y, tirikkAy*' isaid' ybun^ Doris, 
mon, turning to Charlotte, " yob ittci^ 
*kflow- 1 am swre,'' Mfes'^fetflsonj "^oun^ 
ftsyou' are; 'iliat^e ^r^ift v^^ffi'-'k 
ilhese 'flbeta^tSng tithes is- siA)jedl vifk 
Veverst ; and itre can only xMSSaci a tf ^ g ft 
M botidur'thtkigh thi& naeaiisr^fi^i^fies?' 
" " T alti-p^^€fetl^ Wfeificqtiaiiitiia ^ 
5^<)b^id%^) a^a jff/'^c^ k-tt^ sMgM^, 
'«irj?' saltf iKhai-tette, «Mphiarfta^y. l • '^ 
; Ci^itai'iiWtittfife^'ldo^e* •br.t^ 
^.otihg t&A ^ih'-cSti^^tiipX, and* In^idly 

daughter 
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•daug^hter had escaped uniting herself with 
with such sordid minds. 
"^ •* Did you ever, sir,** said he to young 
l>brinion, " experience (lie most delighl* 
ful of all pleasures ?'* ' 

" An union,'' replied the young liian. 
An a manner not xievoid of grace, ** #ith 
-your grand -daughter, I should look tijioh 
ns the modt exquisite* of aH huOAh . 
felicity/* * 

*' No, sir, that Is bu^seUi^ ; niake'irial 
of a Wfas yet more exquis'ite, tutAih mhiiki 
jonr heart aeents at present a strtinger^; 
oblige thetmhappy, wccoufthetndi^iit^ 
';and then listen to the effusions of tiiHr 
jgratitttde;' * 

' ' '^ WhoM Ibc the fool then T a»id <8q 
tkgant Lady Dorimon. ^ 

:. ^ Madam, I have ' dbtte,'^ sai^ tht 
Ciaptam. •' Wry, sir, ^Mii young . 
' Jterimon, <^ as to gratrtnde, ^whether We 
' give miich or little; ire are* st«;e of itteet- 
^igti^huntbankifufbeiings/'::- • » 
- - ^ '-Ay, 
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1 ; ** Ay, ay," said Sir Philip, " I-knour, 
and I should be very sorry if my son did 
not know too; the value of gold. As to 

^a disinterested man, I tell you, Captatit, 
there's no such thing/' . . 

•* O sir,** said Littlefame, ** do not 
itilius slander mankind : human nature is 
jfar from being perfect; but I hope it ia 

2 not so black as you would now wish to 
paint if 

: •^'No,*' ttid Chariiiflbe, ^^nor do I be- 

Jievc} that even tbk most ungrateful can 

.'forget they have a benefactor. But I do 

not think there is any being so repiigiiant 

tt> my heart as him, who, worshippit^* 

gold alone, nevfef melts with tompassiotf^ 

afid barbarously rejects the prayers of Ui^ 

unfortunate/' • . • - 

/./I ";0 Charlotte,'* said young Doridion, 

. ** forgive me.; I will endeavdur hencefof^^ 

to l^e all you wish.'' But Charlotte had 

.feen enough; she saw^ in spite of Dori* 

mon's lovfe,*'^d bis unfeigned grief ai 

; .\ ' losing 
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lo8mglier,ibat still hb rulmg pas^ioHi the 
lovetif ikioney; predominated ; and «that 
ivhen an opportunity ' was given \Atxk of 
joining in the conversation, it was to ex* 
tol weakh and plead it^ important causei' 
in the great advantages H brings to the 
short and uncertain life of poor, perish* 
able man ! 1 -^ 

" No, sir,'/ said she, " you have for ever 
torn asunder that cjbord which united eur 
affections. But I part not in enmity ; I 
shall ever wish you. well, and sincerelji 
pray .that your heart may open itself to 
tite feelings of compassion and generosity. 
You are young, -'Mr. Dorimon, like my* 
self, and therefore, I ho^t yo\x\m\l endea* 
vour to amend ; and I- am sure no self 
congest can he greater, * thlli 'that 'of 
eradicating such a viee from- yottr bosom 
as avarice/' > 

« Lawi t Miss Skariotter/ said I^ly 
Ij^cinion, ^^ ypu dnight as wi^ll ' set about 

preachiiig a *<frflii<fi/**toiW6;'** ' - i.^ 

^ '^,,;ti.vi -A.yi ** Don't 
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i ^^ Don'6 be so hasty, Mdljf^" smdSic^! 
]pbilipi \* I , think, aft^r aU^ we flight' 
^ttl# l^b muter amicably.'' 

.' '^ ^r^" sfid Mrs* CUrksa% '^ as my: 
danghter said Acre is w> enmity* But as 
% am. fiesolved i^eyer to force W indna* 
tipos, andshe has solemnly declared this. 

day, that she never will have yeur son, I 
l^Qpe yxm will not ur^ h«r any ^U^ on 

Seme facthti* oonx^ersation then took 
jjjb^q^i ia M{bi<;h , young Dorimpn. a&d the 
tKJic|)§ &H41y evince^, ao ^uch cii|>idity 
^.mf^ffmtmt, pf n^B^iK t^at biE^ l^i». 
Qark^(i sAd her. itither could not by ^vy 
metmdi^i^ov6 attlSe 6xed re^olutioa 
Ifii^bf tb,eir Chi^Tlotte had tf^kjeq, pir&x if 
9he !ha^ o^wr sesn Mr- RenW^h, or 

oSTer as he had made that morning. 

Tlie ipind of the atajafade- Charlotte, 
l^]iie)i^c^)0f the leatden weight which ha^^ 

oppressed it t^i4«r{ii(|gi -«* fti^i of the 
! . : »* remembra^e 
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remenabrance of Henry's fine person, his 
elegance of manners, and the benevolent 
and generous disposition he had evinced 
sank into a ctedlklT^itfl' If^^et repose, as 
she prest her downy pillow, where visions 
of happiness flitted before her fancy, and 
bound her sleeping, senses in rosy fetters* 
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CHAP. XIII. 



Gamesters. 



IT will naturally be imagined that when 
Henry Denbigh found himself swindled 
out of hb gold repeating watch and near 
four hundred pounds, by an impostor, 
under the assumed name of the Bramin 
Nahredi that bis pythagorean vow was 
easily broken.; and this incident rather 
turned his mind against his favourite 
study, as he recollected Avbat Mr. Mere- 
dith bad told him at Madeira, relative to 
the strong likeness of a gentleman's 

servant 
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ssriti^t; in Ipidia to the BraoniD, and he 
had no doubt, but that, when arrived in 
IfqncJQi^ (lib fellow had become^ by some 
i^e^p^.or Qtbfir^ ai^uainted with his weak- 
nigss^ aad:h^d put this achenae in practice^ 
tp profit by it 
. .^ut iie. sioton banished the incident from 
his remjeiDbrance, and all his thoughts • 
and wjjsb^ beoame centered in the lovely 
gjxl^ wboiq >he hoped soon to haij as his 
bridp ; and with a heart glowing with 
benevolence towards tl^e whole human 
T^ft, an^ a wish that every one p>ight 
p^ti{:ipat^. in I)i3 liappin^ss, lie not otfly 
purch(a§ed an. elegatit villa near Riph* 
moqd, and placed Mr. Elford in asmt^U 
adj^oining house, with his ^teful afid i 
npw .i?ap^y daufjbter; but anxious for 
tUe.fate of poor Lady Warrington, and 
aqxipus to obtain for her her father's for- 
giycness, he lost no tiopie in continuing ttbe 
intr^gtjes he had formerly made to JV(/. 
^voj- lit. , « Mqrdajmt, 
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Mordaunti to that effect, aiul with more 
eiiergy than even 

• He had the satisfaction at leagth to 
softeQ him a Utile in her fiei voufi at theiast 
conference he had with hioi^ but Mr. ' 
Mordaunt solemnly refused ever, again lo 
receive his daughter, if she did not con- 
sent to separate from her hosband. - 

lo vain Henry pleaded that, if she 
loved the man, it would be cruel to ask 
such a sacrifice, and only be half a for- 
giveness. *' Hear, me, sir,*' said Mr. 
Mordaiint; ^' as to loving the man, I am' 
convinced that Valencia, now detests 
him, as much as she before fancied she 
loved him ; though, perhaps, it might not 
be easy to make her acknowledge it. 
She is a true daughter of the House of 
Mordaunt — her lieart may break by ac- 
tiiQMjlated affliction, but her lofly spirit 
will not be bowed down. As my daugh- 
ter, she shall never know absolute want i 

neither 
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ijteither shall she ever knour that it is her 
father who relieves her. She was nay only 
child — a child I doted on, whose will was 
her indulgent father's law, and see how 
she has requited me.*' 

" Pardon then, O pardon a fault, 
which, in so young a mind, took its rise^ 
perhaps from that very indulgence.*' 

** On this condition, sir, I may be 
brought to pardon, if she separates from 
Sir George ; but I will not give away her 
large fortune to be lost in one night at a 
gaming table." 

Denbigh knew not how to blamb the 
reasoning of Mr. Mordaunt. Alas! it 
was but too true that Sir George War- 
rington \\*as a most incorrigible gamester, 
Henry, at length, however, went by the 
father's permission to wait on Lady War- 
rington, and make proposals to her of a 
separation from her husband, when she 
would again be allowed to reside, as 
usual, under her father's roof. 

H 2 He 
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, He found her eljegantly dressed, sin^ 
.waiting as if to receive company, in a*5a*- 
perbly lighted apartment. But oh ! ho^ 
filtered was Valencia from what she wap 
when Henry first knew her. An arrogant 
and'bojd freedom of nqanner had taken 
place of the becoming pride and elegai|( 
ease for which Mr. Mordaunt's d<ught^r 
.was.once conspicuous. Her yet biilUant 
eyes sparkled it is true, but on her broif 
«at care and anxiety. 

"To what am I to attribute the favour 
i»f this visit? Mr. Denbigh," said she, 
•* for I know you do not gamble, and to- 
niglit rs one of my grand faro nights. 
Come, perhaps you are grown a more 
reasonable being than you was, and you 
will stay and play with us, and make a 
bold venture." 

Henry shook his head and was about 

Mo unfold his mission, when Sir George 

entered, saying, after a slight inclination 

of his head to Henry, '* I have put off 

above 



, »^^'* 



I 



I*LL CONSIDEK OF IT. 14^ 

above half of the party that were coming 
to-night ; here are the names on this card, 
and you mu8t send to put off the remain- 
der. Come, Val. sive me the five hund- 
red pounds we swept away last night.'* 

" I will not," replied she. 

" Y^u will, though, madam," said Sir 
George. *.* Why, you little fool ! with: 
that,[ shall will more than five thousand 
this night, I hope, of that stupid block-' 
head. Sir Hubert Wentworth." Henry 
was shocked td see the eager look of 
Lad}' Warrington, and saw with Sad te- ' 
gret,* bow deeply was rooted in her bosom 
tbe baneful spirit of gaming. 

."We are professed gamesters, sir/' 
said Sir George to Henry; *^we mak^nfo' 
secret of it. We win all we can in the* 
fair way of play. Will you accompany , 

roe, sir, to-nrght to B s ? Thefe i# 

good company expected.'' , . 

" Excuse me, sir,'* said Henry, now 
thinking he had a fair opportunity of' • 

H 3 speaking 
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speaking lo Lad}'' Warrington, on the 
errand he canae upon ; she entered with 
the pocket book^ and as she gave it to her 
husband she trembled, and her cheek 
^ turned pale, seemingly with involuntary 
terror. But collecting herself, . she said, 
** Mark me, George, if you are not suc- 
cessful this nighty and lose this, as you 
have often done by other sums, every 
shilling, never see my face again." 

Sir George gave a splenetic smile^ 
** Well, sir," said he, casting a look at the . 
handsome figure and fine countenance of 
Henry, " if yo.u please, sir, we will walk 
logethen I presume you are going, as 
you are standing with your hat and cane 
iu your hand." Henry bowed -in the 
affirmative. 

" Let me recollect," added Sir George^ 
"•^you was formerly asuitor to my wif(6^ 
1 believe." 

" And what, sir, if be was?*' said Va- 
lencia, *^ he never was an accepted one*** 
• And 
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, And then, with her usual haughty inde* 
pendeoce, she requested Mr. Denbigh tO 
stay and keep her company. 

Denbigh, however, had too much good 
sense to accept of an invitation, where he 
could see the husband looked on him with 
a jealous eye, and hastily taking his leave 
he found himself obliged to put off his 
conference with Lady Warrington till a 
more favourable opportunity* 

As he walked homewards, he resolved, 
if possible, to save the silly and good- 
natured Sir Hubert Wentworth from ruin.. 
He wasoneof Henry's friends, possessed of 
a large^estate, and by having been two eveui- 
in^ tolerably successful at a subscription 
house in the neigh bourhoodof St. James\ 
was beginning to imbibe a love for play. 

Henry wiled away the time, till he 
thought the different parties might be 
firmly seated at the tables ; he then piit 
a few notes of value lu his pocket-bpok^ 
and sallied forth to the gaming house*. 

H 4 He 
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He beheld the devoted Sir Hubeft 
seated at the same table with the gambling 
Sir George, as his antagonist. Sif 
George's partner w^s a genteel Icroking 
man, whom Henry felt certain he had seen 
before ; but when or where, he could not, 
in the confusion of his present ideas, recol- 
lect ; but the pensive cast of his eye, and 
his complexion, struck him as being very 
familiar to him. ' 

Enveloped in a furred great coat, \vhich 
almost hid the under pai't of hi^ flee*, 
^ood at some distance in rather a rehlotfe 
part of the room, a well known police 
officer, and with' him a little sharp-feced 
man, whose eager, ferret eyes were fixefl 
on the party which occupied' iir Georgfe 
Warringfon's tdblQ. 

- Henry retired to a convenient distance. 
He found that Sir George, with the usual 
frauds practised on young pigeons intenrf- 
*fl to be plucked, had suflfered Sir Hubert 
to win as much as three hundred pounds'. 

A 
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A ^tnbiidg Lord stepped up^ nnd betted 
in hundred pounds on th'e n^xt rubber ; 
they cat the cards — ^Sir Geoi-ge Wamng- 
toh lort ! 

He now desperately staked his las' 
hundred — same ill luck'; he made a signr 
fo his partner which was riot lost on 
Henry, and the luck of Sir Hubert Went-, 
i»?^th appeared to be taking a turn. 
tienry sent a person to tell Sir Hubert^ 
that some one wished to speak to him for ^ 
A few minutes, on business of tiie utmo$( 
importance. 

*^You will not stay lohg, sir," said the* 
partner of Sir George Warrington. " Here," 
adddd he^ laying down his watch, *'I.will 
allow you, by my repeater, ten minutes."; 

"A good motion,'' said Sir George ^nd 
the partner of Sir Hubert," atid )aid their 
watches on the table, as the pec^liar mu- 
sick of Henry's repeater sounded eleven. 

** What a sweet toned repeatciM" said - 
two or three in the room. 

H 5 "By 
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^^ By Heaven^ it i& mine !'' said Hearjp* 
" Mr.L— ~-^, take that fellow ; I kno^j 
hioi now. I see it is the same, mo^lh* 
standiDg the alteration in his dresf^ wba 
robbed me some time ago of -that watch 
in the disguise of a Bramin.'' .. 

'^^ I'll Bramin him/^ said the little inaa> 
^^ let me ifrtand before him, and see if he 
can recoHect Robert March !" A palj^- 
hue spread itself over the countenance .o£: 
the wretched Jenkins at the sight of th^* 
litde maa. He never thought of tbo; 
uratch or any thing else --be was enhoc^: 
rpred at the vision before him, whose 
Iceen eye, like that of the basilisk, appear* 
ed threatening to destroy him. 

Henry, attended by -Mr. X^--- — > ,, 
took up the watch and said, " Now, sir, 
he pleaded to inform me how this came* 
into yonr possession ?' 

" O sir, I — I — Oh I take it, sir, it ia, 
your's. And oh ! spare me the exposure 

of 
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of a pubiie trial, and an ignominious 
death/' 

" Behold, ISr George,'* said Henry, 
*♦ the wretches with whom you associate. 
Hbwever, Mr. L— — , if this business 
can be settled without any process of law, 
I should lie happy/* 

''Take him then in custody on my 
account," said Mr. March ; y he ' is a 
swindler^ and to my knowledge has been* 
guilty of forgery /V Henry, however,- 
wished, as much, as possible to avoid 
having his name appear in a public prose-i 
culion, and was also fearful of implicating* 
the husband of Valencia as an associate 
of the wretch before himi 

^^ .Is there no possibility of evading a 
public exposure, Mr. March,'* said^ 
Henry. '^ Captain Hamilton just now* 
said, he was willing to make every resti* 
tution in his power. " 

'' Captain Hamilton !" said Mr. Mareh, 
^ Thomas Jenkins, the confidential valet 

H 6 of 
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ofthelate Mr.Alboro«gb. His-b^tbeee^ 
factor's will, the excellent Colonel Elford's^. . 
he forged, and depr^vacjl tbd wdrHiy 
younger brother, CaptHdia. Elfoix^ ^f.hi^* 
right! Can hg ^ver 4iuk^ jrdstUntkm ti. 
him? Cftn any repentaiiee df such a 
iiFretch compensate for .tbe tiagary . he m- 
flicti^ on that eKcelleot maii?^' 

: ** EHbrfJ/' said Henry ; •* whdt hm o£ 
thfti tiaoie who lately eame; ftom Iridia ia^ 
cbalresft ?* . 

. ** Yasi'' sbid Mr. Majtch : " and thaqk 
Mea^en, tha* heis €0f|ier>fr^»o IiH^a, and. 
that it is in. my power^ as f^r-m fortune 
gotSr to reatoive lo.bibiak f^hat Jtbat wmteh 
deprived him of.!' 

Henry bdppeoied to oasta kKik towards 
the sea( irbkb Sir. George. Jostjuccupied^: 
andifoitnd ill Tacaoti; vkeo sudd^niy thd 
ipepofftvofaipisffaprliivadied their ears! fi'oo^ 
one of the passages, AH ma >neieQhaai^ 
cifiy 16 the dbor, dnd found ^ wretched 
Si# Geoi^ Warringtaa bad pteised a 

> ; ^ i ^ pistol 



I.iil. e^l^SIUBA OF IT.. 157' 

pistol in hb moutb, and shot himself 
through the head in a most horrible 
manner. AH wJs tiow a scene of horror, 
tumult, t!rodd,- and confusion, in the midst 
of which Jenkins contrived to effect his 
escape^ 

Alali ! p6oY Valencia ! thy unferturiate 
husbatid lost every rdma^ning shilling he 
was worth, and never more iiideed will 
see thy faee again .? . . 




» » 
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CHAP. XIV. 



^ HetvKm if wiDii|ed> whfn virtue iedt des|Miir.-' 



HOW diiSerent afre the motiveer ofi 
dilTerent men which prompt them some* 
tunes to the commission of the same acU 
Thus the excellent Henry Denbigh never 
Itiought that he too had^been guilty of' 
£orgery ;. nor did conscience strike at alL 
at his bosom, when he found Jenkins ac«» 
eused of that crime by Mr. March* 

That little, indefatigable man now lost 

no time in introducing lUmself to Mr». 

Elfordi and possessed of the original will 

• * of 
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of his brother, the Colonel^ who was a 
mai^ of property, and whkb will Mr. 
March had put into the hands of a res-- 
pectable lawyer of Clement's Inn. He^ 
BOW, accompatiied by that lawyer, pre« 
sented. hinoself at the cottage of Mr. 
Elford, near Richmond, Ofnd pot him in* 
undispated poesiession of that property^ 
which belonged to him, but which had 
beea by him who bad unlawfully possess*- 
ed himself of it^ bequeathed to Mr*. 
March, who only left himself the scanty 
pittance he had procured in America, by 
uowearied application to business- 
He shewed also the forged will to Mr;. 
Elford;. ^^ Confess now,, sir,'* said he, 
**- esen when you see the two writings to*^ 
getiier, that it is totally impossible to disi- 
cera which is which B" 

*' No, indeed," said Mr. Elford,. '' and 
it was that nice similarity which rendered 
it totally out of my power tq make any^ 
plea. I felt so certain that this would, be^ 

sworn. 
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sworn td as my poor brother's 6wn bAttd^^ 
writings and no other will could be foiifid^- 
and, therefore^ I felt at tmies, almost- 
sure myself that my eyes must have de« 
ceived me in that one which' my brother 
had once given me to read, or thai M had, 
though I t:ould not imagine M^hyy akerect 
it You know not, I belike, what after^ 
wards followed ; for Mr. Morris, whose^ 
derk, I very well reniennber, yon thtiv 
was, after ht beeamo tl>e heir to my 
brother's wealth, immediately quitted Indian 
'* That day, just before he embarked, he; 
paid me the trifling bequest left me by my- 
brothel*, - and I requested once more to 
loot at the will which he had ^itb him* 
I asked th€ widow Mackensie, ^ho bad 
lately married Camerort, my qu^irter- : 
master, and of whom M^s. Elford, my 
sister-?n-kw, was extremely fol>d, when 
she Was a little girl, if she really thought 
that ws^ my' brother -s hand-writing* 
"- Assuredly, sir, ''said she ; ** what^ makes. 

you 
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you doabt it?' ' Mr. Mofris seemed to 
bte 'fliwtered and rather angry. However, 
he soon took his leave, and I, having some 
little business -t© srettle with my quarter- 
inaster^ asked his wife* to bring him mid 
take supper with me. 

** The next inorAing our regiment 
went into action. It was a niemorable 
Say, a*dtty of honourable renown in India, 
to all but nife, for there the siin of my 
ftrilitary gloi^ set fbV ever ! ' 

^* ^ii€ cotntti^ndet of the regiment was 
hot trt^ iritnS, but \(^hile I did my daty^ 
lie dared not 66 my avowed enemy! 
khbwhig'iwyself to be a beggar, with 
iiblh^ig^ upoii earth to subsist upon but 
inf military pay, a* stupidity of grief , 
cartje'^oVlv the, for 1 i>ad just receiveci 
dcfcotints that my poor girl had bex:ome a 
widow, I never had felt affected before 
in the manner I then was. The divisioa 
I conlmatided w^s all in confusion, await- 
iiJg the orders I fieglected' to give them, 

or 
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or acting at random; for I koevp not 
what I said or did. Our army wins vipf 
forlous, but I had quitted my post^ J 
know not how or why. I returned li^ 
next day to a sense of my sad situation, 
like the wretch who recovers from intuK* 
ication or from the effects of a powerful 
opiate ; nor had I long felt the copyictioqi 
of my ill behaviour in the field, when thQ 
adjutant came to put me under arrest, 
and I was tried shortly after for coward-? 
ice« and dismissed the service. Oh! bow 
the kind nmjor and my brother officer^ 
tried to save me ; so did the ga}^aoi 
general who headed Qur armies, ain|^ 
others of high respectability; . But JS^\ 
"commanding officer was inveterate, mj 
own conduct appeared infamous^ though 
caused by th^ stupidity of grief, aad I 
was adjudged guilty. This was the 
severest blow of all ! Wounded honou;r, 
how much more keen are thy pangs than 
any which poverty can inflict ! A 

violent 
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Violent illness, from which I could haFdIy . 
be said evec to have recovered, was die 
result of the sevexe agitations of my 
mind. It left me in a calm state of quiet, 
which had, however^ more in it of despair 
than resignation. 

My daughter's blindness awakened my 
energies, and hurried me to England; 
for the little employment I obtained in 
India, wa;s scarce sufficient for my owiv 
support. I have for that dear daughter's 
sake,endured.the insolent taunts of purse- 
i&woln pride ; but I have met with an 
angel in the person of Mr. Denbigby 
whose steward lam now become, and 
whose faithful stei^ard I am determineil 
to remain without fee or reward. Half 
of my fortune, generous, honest man, is 
yours. "No, sir," said March^ ** it istoa 
unjustly acquired, and gratitude to my 
benefactor, obliged me, too Jong, to conceal 
tliat injustice for me to partake of it." 

'' But 



X 
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" But you cannot prevent my making 
6ver a deed of gift to you, to put you in 
possession of the half of what I possess/* 
said El ford, ** which I shall immediately 
do, in jaresence of this gentleman/' 

And nowl must beg to leave them at the 
musty business of drawing up of papers, 
&c. &c. and transport my readers to 
India, for a few minutes, in order to Jet 
rtiem into Mr. Morris's story, and the 
share Mrs. Caimeron and her brother had 
in the fraud he practised. 
. Yet, perhaps, my read^frs may some of 
them chuse to skip the narration, as un- 
essential to the history. - If they do, I 
cannot help it ; <>Ht I know when I peruse 
a book, if I skip and not properly conddet 
every page, however tedious or stupid, P 
- lose half tjie pleasure, and if Ipeep at the^ 
conclusioHj and know how the story will 
end, I lose the whole. Yet I have watch- 
ed some ladies, reading, who affect to be 

charmed 
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charmed with ^ popular work, while ten 
chances to one, they have ^kipped over 
^he most interesting pai*ts ; for I have se'en 
them turn two or three leaves at a liine« 
and peep at the three ot four last pages, 
the mpment they got hold of the last 
.volume. 

No man w:as more respected in Indi^ 
than La\A7er Morris, and he was con- 
stantly designated by the title of the honest 
lawyer. The worst of it was, he doted 
on money, was very covetous, and " co- 
yetousness is next to the sin of witchcraft/' 
But who, argued his friends, are perfect? 

The widow of a poor lawyej*, of the 
pame of March, was Iqftin great distress, 
struggling iox three or four years againsf: 
sicfcness and poverty. Out of four of her 
children, she lost three, one after the 
other, in the space of two months, of a 
malignant fever. Robert, her eldest child, 
a poor, sickly looking little being, she 
gave up for lost, as soon as ever the dis- 

•drder 
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order attacked him, but contrary to het 
exrpectations ' he recovered, and Mr, 
Morris, who had known her husband ioL 
the way of his profession, and hearing of 
her great distress, his close heart expand^ 
ed and melted with compassion. He 
paid her little debts, took her home to be 
his house-keeper, and articled the boy to 
himself as a clerk. The bhrewd quickness 
of the little urchin, the grateful diligence 
with which he performed every service 
his benefactor required of him, won his . 
heart, and bound his affections so firmly, 
to the lad; that he promised, in his own 
mind, to make him his heir, as^he was 
himself a batcbelor and had no relations 
living. 

Robert March soon became an orphan^ 
for his mother's delicate health carried 
her off in a very short time after she be- 
came an inmate in the house of Mr. 
Morris. 

At the time of Colonel Elford's death, 

March 
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March was a young man, and tlie head 
clerk in Mr. Mortis's office, and possess* 
ftig his unbounded confidence. In the 
beginning of this work, it was observed, 
that when Mrs. Cameron was a little 
girl, the goGA Colonel Elford's lady had 
done her the honour of educating her 
herself, and s»he always took particular 
notice of her and her brotlier Thomas, 
Mrs. Eiford did tiot live long after the 
regiment returned to England ; and about 
the time that Mrs. Mackensie went out to 
Ttidfa as the ivife of an ensign, Lieutenant' 
Colonel Eiford had been raised to the 
I'ank of full Colonel, and went out to 
India again, accompanied by a younger 
brother, who was a Captain in that regi- 
ment which the Colonel commanded. 

He happened to say one day to Morris, 
" if f had no heirs, I would leave all my 
fortune to you ; you are such an honest 
fellow. However, if Arthur, my brother, 
fiiiouldnot marry, and his daughter should 

happen 
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l^appen to die, I'll (ijepute you Jbi9 b^ir, il 
you should outlive thdnu" ., 

Now we are all ipigbty hoo^st till wf$ 
are found out, or teiQptatiop a33aU us; 
and whether Morris wps aa honest as he 
^pppared to.be, or how it was cwnot be 
determined, because dead men telf no 
tales, ieither of themselves or other people. 
Certain it i^, th^^t, from that ti/ne, he 
could never be easy till he got hold of the 
Coloners cash, and b^ accordingly resolv^?. 
ed, at all events, to be-^ra vijil^in ! 

He had. found out, by some- meap^ or 
another, that the valet de cbambra of Mr. 
Alborough could imitate any hand-writing 
in India. Mrs. Cameron^ during the 
Colonel's last illness, was extremely kind 
and attentive. She had fi[ee e|]^*e6s ta ^U 
the drawers, escrutoirea, cabinets, he. 
&c. and she could easily dispossess one^ 
will and pop another in it's place; acd 
Jenkins bad copied it sp, fairly, it was 
iii^possible to find out tbP :di&reace of 

the 



thejimci*-wr4(ifig. And Mondsfi&d bound 
Qvier the brother and sister to secrecy, 
Vith &5bin of tiipee hi^ndred pounds.eai^ 

^ Poor March saw tli^t all was tipt going 
on right : but what could he do ? . Could 
he bring to condign punishment, wbich 
inevitably must be the qonsequeijce, 
should the forgery be drscoyered, th?* 
man to whom he owed so much, who was 
more to him than a father r ' , 

Morris also knew that Mardhf y^^ad'd 
matt of integrity and well principled ; -atitl 
he was afraid to place entire confiidenoi 
in .i)im ; in this ne&rioiis business'; but 
giving him on6 day a sealed pape)*, iM 
said to him) ** Go where there is a fire, 
ted destrdy that paper. Stop by, it^ill 
yoii\see it consumed to as^es." 

. It was not curiosity alone, » which 
VOL in. I prompted 
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prtnnpted March , as soon as he was alone/ 
to examine the contents of this pa]7er^ 
and he found it to be the original will o£ 
Colonel Elford* " Ah !*' said he to him- 
self, ** I will riot destroy this. There is 
no telling how the wonder-working means 
of Providence may yet bring about the 
just claims of the injured. He wakes for 
the opprest, when mortals drowsy eyes 
are blind to every ray of hope. Oh ! how 
right was I to * consider of U^ ' before I 
^sfaly was obedient to the behest of iny^ 
^tron ! I will never be the ungrateftil 
monster to hurt him, my kind benefactor ; 
but who knows w*hat time may bring 

lU>09t?'' 

He threw some. papers in the fire, of 
no consequence, and safely placed t})e 
will of Colonel Elford under lock and 
key in his own apartment ; and after this 

transaction 
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transaction, Morris finally quitted Ihdiik^ 
und set sail, with fais adopted heir to 
England. 

March met Jenkins, just as he was 
going on board. " Ah ! traitor," said 
he, ^^ the gallows groans for you. Be- 
ware of me— ^yvhen we meet again, it may 
prove fatal to you/* 

Guilt is easily dismayed. Jenkins, 
tiie next time he saw his sister, which was 
bqt a few hours after, said to her, '^ Be* 
ware the Ides pf March^ and then he 
briefly related to her what .the clerk of 
Mr. Morris had uttered. 

She shuddered as a gloomy idea shot 
across her mind, whidi, however, she 
thought would point out aiiieans of en- 
suring her safety. She was engaged to 
sup with Captain Elford, as before related, 
that evening. She provided herself with 

i2 a 



a;8trong narcotic powder) "tpiofuseUito 
,bis yvj^pe, the opiate poweif s of whicfi were 
of ttiat nature which would have been 

« 

enough to have made another man .^leep 
to wake no more. His excellent consti- 
Wtion, from the temperate lite *he had 
always observed, triumphed bver it, but 
it rendered his services the next day use* 
less in the field of honbur^and be felt its 
DfeHeftif-etFeits for liiiiity years, i t 

During \\\e arrest of taptain ElForJ, 
Mrs. Cameron departed for .Xnglani3,"by 
no means increased in beauty • for her 
eyes, which' befofi? fiaci a witdness in them, 
which was far from agreeable, had ac- 
1}uifed ^ftildC* ijffearwr, tinpe faer atteftipt 
M^ the ^imettdctg bf Cctpj^oii Elford , ^hieh 
€^}ni^d iAmkid replete ^mth. all the'terroi^ 
tofgtrilt. 

This terror was increased . after ^er 

' " \ brbthefis 
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brother's arrival in England; who falling 
in one evening at- a noted gatning^bouse* 
with an a^sociate^ who like himself lived 
on his wits, he was laughing at the folly 
of repentance, and the worse folly .of 
restitution ; and said he met across the 
Atlantic a foolish fellow of the name of 
March, who was lately left heir to a good 
fortune, but who was coming to England, 
to restore it to its right owners. , 

This was no laughing matter to Jen- 
kins ; for he had no reason to doubt the 
truth of what his friend had told him. 

Mr. Morris, with his ill got wealthy 
had departed for Americaj where he lived 
but a short time, a prey to the bitterest 
remorse, and never tasted comfort or ease* 
He bequeathed all his fortune to Robert 
March, who hastened to England with 

I 3 the 
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the original will of Coloiiel Elford bound 
to bis body» that in case of shipwreck, he 
miglit, if possible, be able to preserve 
it 



» I' TH.f 



CHAP. 



I'll coNfstpea of it. -17*5 



CHAP. X\^. 



A Melange. 



^HE grkf of Lady Warrington, on 
the fatal news of her husband'3 prema* 
ture deaUi, was of that poignant kimU 
which might naturally be expected from 
an ardent deposition, unused to sorrow, 
and ever impatient of disappointment or 
distress. Now deprived for ever of an 
jbusbaud, who, notwithstanding bis many 
faults> could, at this mournful hour, be 

,14 only 
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only remembered by her, as her imagi- 
nation had been accustomed to pic- 
ture him when first he won her virgin 
heart. 

At this period of bitter ajQiiction, the 
ever-amiabl^ Charlotte shewed herself a 
friend indeed ! She never quitted the 
young widow ; and tliough she had mo- 
destly given her consent to render Henry 
Denbigh happy, by bestowing on him 
her hand, she solemnly declared, th^it 
till she saw her friend in some measm'e 
(Comforted, ivnd quit^ tnanciuily she .was 
i)^oJ ved to share her sorrows^ nior plight 
^er faith to him before t lie altar, Whafaail 
90 easily ^oq her heart* 

, All her persuadioos arid Mtreati^d, 
m^itb those of her amiable and excellenft 
4ovef, >were now exQrted^ to nwve Mr. 
Mofdaunt to forgive the youthfur wan- 
derer, bis daughter, and take her back to 

his 
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his liear t and home : be, at firjil:, hintHf 
said, he would '^ cimsider of W* — Th^ 
supplicator ftiil persevered ; aad the pro^ 
crastimting senlenpe above, quoted b^^ 
came fahiter and £BLiDt^t» the three 9oe^. 
ceeding times of their applicatioo: M 
length it :vras drowned 19 t^he t^r^ of 
parental affection^ and the (^r^% sefitsnipp 
he, ^ft^r\yards f^rtijgul^ted^ wa^, **TeH 
her then/' and hp affeaionately took hi^ 
Jittje favourite, as h^ always caljbe^ 
Chariatte, by the hand, " Tel.l her, f\^ 
female friendship, pejqsomfi^d in ihi^ 
^weet iprm, has iconqu^ered, and my 
l^rms ]andt hearty sha,U he op^qed ^9 ner 
peive fh^ s>iffer^r*" . ,.»,.,. i » 

The grief that is tur.btilei)t. is^ldoio 
pio^s deep^ Yalencifi again ija the house 
pf her fatber, now cordi.ally. forgiyen hotl} 
joy hijn and k^v ^ivnt^ i^^ig^kx^cj^^g eyery 
cpmf<>ft of life, eleganep, .^nfj the jnosp 

I 5 ' delicate 
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dtiicate iand unremitting attention from 
all her friends^ soon recovered her bloom, 
with her tranqailltty ; and the beautiful 
widoir again became, as usual, the ob* 
ject of uoiversat, though trannsient admi- 
Mtion. 

When Jenkins escaped throng tJie 
crowd, and^ confusion caused bj the 
dreadful suicide committed by Sir George 
Warrington, he fled to his lodgings for 
one moment, just ^ to take a lastfarewcfi 
of his sister, and also to furnish hiiAself 
with a few valuables in cash and jewete, 

« 

which he yet possessed: He learned, t6 
Ksninspeakable sorrow, that Mrs. Browfi 
had not been home, since she' ii^hi oot 
in the morning. ' - .v . * 

He jumped into an hackney -"coaeh; and 
driving to Wych-istreetj'enquired hastily 
for the fortunefeHer, 'but fotmd she hail 
been taken by the bflicers of the police, 

' and 
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and was in a lock-up-housc in the neigh-* 
bourhood. 

The reader will recollect, that is, 4f he 
Or she has any memory, or have not skip- 
ped the passage, that Mr. March hap- 
pened to take a lodging in the very same 
house with Mrs. Cameron, and where 
she passed by the name of Mademoiselle 
Lemomant : he chanced to meet her one 
day on the stairs, leading to her apart- 
ment, and he instantly recognized her, 
notwithstanding her disguise* At the 
sight of bi.n, for his countenance was of 
that peculiar kind, that no one having, 
once seen it could forget it, she fell dowft 
in a fainting fit. 

Mr. March knew not the extent of 
Mrs. Cameron's guilt, but her prtsenfc 
way of life assured him all could not 
be very correct on her part ; and he 
hoped to gain, through her, BOtne tid- 

1 6 ings 
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h)g8 of her brother. He raised her up, 
brought her to herself, and took her iato 
his apart pi exit. - , 

He niade her the most kind and ac- 
commodattTig promises^ if she would in- 
form him where he might find her bro- 
ther. For a long tim^ she preserved 
am obstinate silence, till the lock-up- 
house,. and promise of speedy liberty, 
made her tell him, that her brother 
would be in the evening at B*- — ^^s 
gttftiing-house. 

It is impcMisible to follow the wpetcfaed 
Jenkins through l^e scedes of his ini-* 
pultons life. Valencia, on the night 
aft^r her wedding in Scotland, with Sir 
George Warrington, when the wine wjent 
briskly round, made Captain Hamilton, 
as Jeiduns called himself aud the ba- 
rotiet also^ laugh heartily at the Hindoo 
crefd .of the Christian Henry Denbigh* 

• . Jenkins 
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Jenkins rejoiced at this intelligence ; he 
had been accustomed to personate .the 
Bramin Nahred, to plea^ie the whimsical 
Alboroujgh, hjs master ; and he well knew 
that Nahred, whose tragical death was 
often the topic of discourse, was the 
only Bramin in the vicinUy to that situa- 
tion in India, which Mr. t)enbigh and 
his father both occupied, who spoke 
• the English language with ease and 
fluency/ 

He stsi^tipned himself continually oiil 
watch at the Hindostanee coflfee-houfic^ 
and made himself • perfectly acquainted . 
with the person of Henry, while he lis- 
tened to him, and often found out hovf 
he was portioning out- hisnime. H^ 
there found out the day when some 
young men, from ^he east, were to dine 
together; and he heard Henry say he 
should pass the evening in one of the 

rooms 
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rooms at the coffee-house ; the other 
young gentlemen all repaired^ to the 
theatre. 

Jenkins, by some chemical prepara- 
tion, made the lights burn dim, and 
played, for a short time, a faint phos- 
phoric blaze over his own head ; then 
after having duped the enlhusiatic Henry 
of his watch and valuable pocket-book, 
lie stole softly out, slipped off his Bra* 
min's disguise in one of the passages, 
walkctjj boldly into the street, and repair- 
ed quietly home. ^ 

Far different did he feel, and littTe 
quiet did be dare to maintain, on that 
night in which Mr. March had detected 
him at the gaming-table. Absolute and 
hasty flight he knew was now become im- 
periously requisite to insure his Kfe: In 
different lodgings, under different dis- 
guises, and adopting various names, he 

concealed 
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concealed himself for some days, jn the 
neigbboarhoods of Lirac-house,Wapping, 
and Horslydown, wlien a ressel depart* 
ing for New South Wales, be Yoluntari* 
ly transported himself to that country, 
for the residue of his life. Arid his sis- 
ter, from various circumstances proved 
against her on her trial, was, by the 
mercy of the law, sentenced to the same 
place for seven years. * 

No doubt the brother and sister will 
isigaia unexpectedly meet, and be. equally 
surprised at th^ sight of each other, u| 
they were in India ; and we hope Mr. 
Jenkins \\k^ the renpwned parrington, 
will make a g(ood us^, of those shining 
abilities which he possessed from all 
bounteous nature. / 

Young Dorimon, notwithstanding hi9 
l6v6 of money, which almoist absorbed 

every 
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every other, might bc^i^id tio experience 
real grief at the loss of bis * CharlQtte« 
But at length he comfarl^d himself in 
part, by thinking, thataa to ^he caui^e of 
her refusal of him, he had acted confornii* 
able to his own interest. Wduld my ^* 
neficeoce, thoug^it he to himself^ tp tha( 
old man have inde/nnified ipe for the sar 
crifices I must have made to it? My 
first duty is to build up, With care^th^ 
valuable edifice of weaUh. 

Yet, with this most repelknt quality 
in a young man, this inordinate love of 
money; Dorimon was nevertheless ekdem- 
ed'and hotiduffed; because He appeaV^ 
ed toliave no viceii, nor to indulge in 
prodigal* pteasures ; the reason was this; 
they were attended with too much ex- 
p(eoc<?> : ,He bad been^iond of fashion 
ftnd ^abty ; bt^t eVfiO Ahqy iiOBb tbair Att 
• t tractions 
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triqtimur before t&e more intchiM: valut 

of gold. * . , 

A great coolness and distance -had 
now taken place between Lady Dori- 
nion's and Mrs. Clarkson's fami- 
lies. 

. . • N - 

Lady Dorimon thought Charlotte had 
used her son extren^ly ill ; and Charr 
lotte certainly wished to avoid, ^ miic^ 
as possible,, the society of a ,youi^ mw^ 
with whom she was so near on the? point 
of marriage ; they, therefore,* now .se^ 
dom met but in crouded parties ; where 
Major Farringdon looked almost like .a 
simpktpn; and he, who used to be the 
very elegant speaker, now said but little, 
and that little was not alM'^ays to the 
purppse- 

His thoughts continually ^centered in 

one 
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Ofie refiection, that if the relation of Mr. 

Denbigh, who was the 

« Very glass of fashion, 

•* The observed of all observers/* 

had blest him, by taking the title of his 
ivife, if she had been hailed by the name 
of Mrs. Farringdon, it would not have 
reflected much disgrace on him, though 
Ifhe was the daughter of a man -mil- 
liner! Ah, Majorl youlook too much 
t i me to " consider of it r 

As to Lady Doiioion, she cried, 
^ Lawk ! its well that rich nabob rela- 
tion left um so much, or they^d all have 
been as poor as rats by this time, with 
their extravagant highflying notions; 
and aUtr all, why they corned but from 
the very drugs of the people; for, lawkf 
what's eLxn^w-mUlenderf It seems, some* 
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how, siicfa m mffttitig Had of a trtide, 
like!" 

But it was in vain this titled lady 
sought to degrade Miss Clarkson. She 
vas a general favourite wherever she 
visited ; her affable inanners, as well as 
her style of dress, were universally co* 
^ied, and her acquaintanee appreciated, 
even by some pf the very first classes of 
polite society. 

Though^ certainly, truth compels us tQ 
acknowledge, that several among her 
female acquaintance did not quite like 
her, for being so enga^ng in her person, 
so captivating in her manners, and so 
sensible; without any pretension of being 
so; for her sense was too sterling to 
jnake her ever eager of displaying it 
much in company; therefore, it- was 
imi)Ossible for any one to say that she 
had an high opinion of herself ; for she 

always 



•> 



jceited ladies, who are frequently toiMA 

much a^ .they pl^^aed, ^nd H'o^uld aUq^ 
from . politeness, p^ that .atteutipn ^ 

weak m^nd9j;.;M&|ii|^ vUlj^^Jii^r mirth^ 

aud ^iyely a^lUf?». ^he wpoj^d, ^fJ^fi?, t^c^ 
tgreeablci uJ3^Qvi<]^8 gi^ls^>whoQi. ^|)^ 
was sometimes fortunate enough Xo.me4ft 
with ; and a3 few things had i^ in their 
j)Ower to make her tnelan'didly .as fdi* as 
concerned herself, she ws^s' belovea oy 
far the greatest part of her female *assO-f 
dates ;' but what particularly .gained hei* 
their suflfrages wasi^that happy art she 
possessed, and which art was devoid x>f 
all artifice, in seeming to limit her abili- 
ties to her company ; while this without 
an^ duplicity, came spont^hepus from 
her kind heart .and amiable disposition ; 

which 



Mg^ftied'SiJiferior^ toapy of iier female 
iMpif)ahipQi| : affid ciofy in tlie ^ylrs ^of her 
•belci^ci Ucary did abe M^ijsii tobe 

** A thousand times more fair, 

•* More amiable, wise, and lovely," 

■ 

than she really was ; and he was not blind 
to that sweet amiability, which rendered 
her every day more dear to his heart, 
and which consisted iu unassuming re- 
treat from public notice and applause, 
which gave, with smiling and unaffected 
good humour, the opportunity to every 
one, of shining in their turn, and avoid- 
ed carefully every thing which might 
make another feel their own inferi- 
ority. 

Mr. Dorimon's natural love of wealth* 
will, no doubt, in the end comfort him 
for the loss of the valuable pearl, which, 
/r/ .'-' J " like 
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*' like the base Judean, be threw away ;*' 
and Miss Scrimp's father promising to 
augment her fortune, he may, perhaps, 
be brought to for^t tbe lovely Char- 
lotte, 



I 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 



Events. 



WHEN once true love hsis taken 
place in the heart, and is founded on 
tender and grateful esteem, the pure 
mind seeks not to conceal its emotions'. 
The father of Henry Denbigh had, as 
Charlotte thought, rendered the -latter 
iiaysof her grandfather rich and happy ; 

and 



Iffil ' . t?LL COimi^CK OS' IT. 

and Mvhile she indulged that thought^ 
nd had daily demonstration of the ge- 
nerosity of her Henry, not only to her 
,own family, but to many others, whose 
worth and distresses were always readily 
accepted pleas before him, she therefore 
combatted not against her feelings, nor 
sought to di^uise them ; but modest with 
tenderness^ she gloried in her love for 
her llenry ; and if his vanity was flat- 
tered by such a distinction, who could 
impute it. to him^ as a fault, when he 
named himself ^ the day, in full certainty 
of not meeting with a refusal from her, 
whosf beloved society was te-emb^Uish 
all his future hour3. 

The good clergyman, who had cbrisr 
teucd Charlotte, waited .on Mrs. Clarkr 
^on, and begged to ha^c the honour of 
tyin^ the liuptial koot. ^liiB conder 

iscendiog 
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scendjng request .was received with 
thankful acceptance; for it was. now 
the Dean of P— — who njade it. 

On the day that Mr. Denbigh led his 
blooming and blushing bride to the altar 
of St. George *s, Hanover Square; a 
place where more couples ^re joined in 
one month, I believe, than there are days 
in the year;— two doughty disappointed 
swains set ofT, different roads, post for 
the CDiJtniry. 

In the first place, in an hired post 
chaise and four,^ rattled off from Albe- 
marle Street, Piccadilly, Major Fairing* 
don, who had been so long considering 
about the disgrace which might attend 
him if he had married a tradesman's 
dau^ter; but would, at that moment^ 
have been glad to have given up all his 
grand armorial bearings, all the pride 

vol; III* K o 
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of ancestry^ and all the wealth he had 
in the world, to be in the happy Heory 
Denbigh s place. 

** Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's 
wife/* says the commandment. Major 
t*arringdon feared no man, but he feared 
iis God! He felt the force of the 
above commandment; and he felt too 
that he durst not disobey it. Major 
IFarfingdon was a man of honour; he 
was more; he was, though a man of 
fashion, a religious man ! and' with all 
fais pride he knew he was but a worm, a 
mere atom, before that Power^ whom he 
"* feared to offend. 

• - • 

His present journey was to Sussex 
to purchase an estate which he found 
wto to be sold there, and to which he 
meant to retire for the remajinder of his 
daysf and, if possible, never see Mrs. 



Denbigh 



'\ 
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'Denbigh : more. If Major Farrii^idoB 
&ad not 60 often said to himself^ *^rU 
jconsider of it^*' when he half determiBed 
to go i^nd ask the hand of her he fondly 
loved; and if he had not in reality so 
long considered about it, there wos a 
time when he would not have been re* 
fused« 

. Mark the difference of men's pursuits, 

and their diflfercnt principles ! 

I- 

Dorimon had no such noble and re* 
fined ideas working in his bosom \ it is 
true, 

^ Some natunil tean he 4ropt, 
^ But w^ei them moii r 

_ » 

And he set off, in the Exeter mptil- 
coach, to pay another visit to his rich 
miserly uncle, and endeavoured to solace 

K S himself 
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himself with the coiitemplation of those 
niches, which he expected he woiiJid 
leave him, aud find ample amends for 
the loss of bis . once loved Charlotte, in 
the plemtude of his well-loaded con- 
fers. 

F.rom this uncle be beard lessons which 
were not thrown away, and which were 
only a repetition of ihose which bad be- 
fore been deeply imprinted on bis mind 
and memory. The old miser depicted 
to him the present times as terrific, the 
future yet more so; charging him to at^ 
tach himself solely to the rich, and d^* 
spise and shun all who were poor or ex- 
travagant; remarking also, bow much 
be ought to bless himself, for the escape 
he bad been luqky enough to make, ia 

not marrying an expensive, thoughtless 

« • 

young hussey, who would throw away 

more 
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more money in a week than he could he 
a year in accumulating. ** No, _no," he 
would add, *^ Marry that Miss Scrimp, 
my good fellow, if you must marry: 
t*he plainness of her person will be your 
security : handsome women are always 
extravagant, and generally treacherous. 
Never 'mind if your wife is a fen^ale 
monster^ so as she has but plenty of 
goldr 

Dorimon carefully stored up these les- 
sons i^ his breast, and degraded himsdf 
by his .unbounded thirst after riches; 
which degradation, al his titee of life, 
and possessed, as he was, of an haild- 
some person, exposed him to just and 
bitter raillery ; for universal opinion 
and individual censure are often foun^ 
to be judicious, while they strike at those 
vices^ which are aot punishable by the 

K 3 lawst 
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lawa^. imd they eternise, the s|;iaine of 
covetouinesS) frooii gt aeration to geoe* 
ratioD. 

And now, quitting .(his most detestable 
of all characters, an avariciouQ young 
man, I am sorry to be obliged to relate 
the heavy cloud of grief which . bung 
over the bridal happiness of the interest- 
ing Charlotte! Her dear-gi-andfather. 
Captain Littlefame, after a short illness, 
attended with but little pain, sad his 
mind copiforted with the blessings of a 
^uiet conscience, and a sure trust in 
•Heavenly mercy, as if he had just lived 
long enough to see the dearest wish of 
^is heart AilfiUed, his dear daughter's 
f:hild^ well provided for, and enjoying 
/ tY^ty earthly happiness, he breathed bia 
last gentle sigh in the arms of t^ affec<» 
lionate Mrs. Clarksoo, whbm he ^IfMed 
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-with his dying breath, for her unremitr 
t^ng ]^ii\dn^s3 and attetntiop to her aged 
father. . > 

The grief of the mother and daughter 
knew no bounds: and scarce was it in 

• 5 • - , 

the power of even the sorrowing Henry 
, to comfort his lovely bride ; though she 
could not but gratefully appreciate his 
unwearied acts of tender affection, and 
delic^tiely attefitive goodness. 

Afiter the funeral obseqqies were over, 

,a|id which were performed with all the 

- mournful pomp of warlike hopot^ir^ and 

the la^t voile)? hpd fire^ oyer ^he j^av^ 

' pf one of Britain's brfivest soldiers^; Mf^, 

Denbigh and her mother accompanied» 

by the amiable and accomplished Henry, 

$et off for Deabigh Lodge, hia s^»near 

Riphmood, ivhei^e Mn EU^rd %ii^^ 

\ ' K 4 interesting 



•■ 
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interesting daughter received them with 
tender jjratitude, and a^ Welcome the 
most sincere, though chfecked in the' nap^ 
tnrous flow which mounted to their lips, 
from their gratified hearts; fcr joy,. they 
well knew, could not yet be received in 
the bosoms of the worthy trio that 
now arrived at the lodge, as welcome 
guests. ; . ^ 

Though the charming Mrs) Denbigh 
and her excellent-hearted ^'inother could 
not avoid nourishing their regret for a 
parent so truly estimable; yet they bor- 
XOAved from religious resignation all the 
fortitude of courageous tiiinds, and bow- 
ed to the will of that beneficent Power, 
ivho had taken a faithful servant to him- 
self. 

H 

They were called upoa to quit their 
solitude sooner than they- had intended. 

The 
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The father of Mr. Meredith had died in 

.V- I 

Madeira, and his son had just arrived in 



England. 



Henry immediately departed for Lon-, 
don, to welcome his earliest and dear- 
est friend; but unable to bear the de* 
privation of his Charlotte's society, he 
prevailed on her and her mother to ac- 
company him to Portman Square ; hop* 
fng that the varied scenes of the gay 
metropolis might afford, in some mea- 
sure, the means of assuaging the grief 

they still laboured under. 

• « 

Here, one morning, in the absence of 
Henry, the good-natured Mr. Meredith 
informed Mrs. Clarkson, now that -the* 
noble-minded Captain Littlefame was 
no more, of the generous fraud of . her 
worthy son-in-law, to put him in the 
possession pf thirty thousand pounds. 

K 5 Mrs* 
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Mrs. Clarkson informed her daugh- 
ter, who was charmed with his benefi- 
cence, but not surprised; for she saw 
every day in her beloved husband con* 
tinuai instances of the delicate liberality 
pf his disposition, and some new trait 
of jgenoiue goodness to excite her admi- 
calion : and though Henry was, at first, 
ra^er displeased at liis friend, for thus 
betraying him, the tender caresses he 
received from^^his Charlotte, as a punish- 
ment for his generous artifice, amply re- 
paid himi and easily obtained the pardon 
t)f Meredith, who, when reproached by 
Henry for haviilg broken his oath, said, 
^f Recollect, Any dear Denbigh, I swore 
mdst>soIemnly, never to let your forgery 
te discovered to Captain Littlefame! 

s 

And you ought to be mudb obliged to 
m^ for teiUng your lady,^.that y-ou per- 
formed this gc^^rotts deed; of yourself 
. • ' , alone J 



r 
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alone; that when she is inclined to be 
angry with you, she may think of that, 
and forgive you every thing else, for that 
beneficent action/' 



« I i 
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CONCLUSION. 



THE Dowager Countess of C 



and O ^ gave some little time ago 

a party, who were amused with what was 
said to be a compleat Olla Podrida ; and 
which consisted of a little of-^ very thing, 
such as musick,'singing, dancings ventro* 
^oquismp &c» &c« Now to compare little 

beings 
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beings wirii greats though I have here no 
,\ ventroloquist ; yet I cannot help thinking 

but what I have shewn myself, in this 
work, not unlike the aforesaid Countess, 
and I have, like her Udyshjp, with the 
most good natured intentions in the 
world, endeavoured to suit all tastes 
The variety of my characters form a very 
motley* group, aad I hope the disposal of 
theni has not, nor will not displease an 
of my readers. 

To form tbe principal chai^acters in my 
. drama, I have taken from the army an old 
wooden legged Captain, and a proud, but 
acComplished^Major. My other Drama- 
tis Personcs. are a female, ambitious of, 
and reiterating authorship ; her daughter 
whose '^fniable simplicity united with good 
sense, devf lope its principles more fixed 
s^S^ears increasCi to form her character* 

bul 



•X - 
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but who 18^ by no naeans-^a goddess OF 

4 

an Angel 1 

An amiable and generous young m^n 
from the East, though born and half edu« 
cated in England, partly Bramin, partly 
Christian, gay, sprightly, and truly 
liberal! a^roud gambling beauty and her 
desperate husband, aXity Knight and his 
lady ; an old and young miser, with two 
swindlers,* compleat the set of my chief 

characters. ' 

■ 

t • • t ' 

These said characters I have disposed 
of as I thought most natural. I have an 
elopement to Scotland, its consequences, 
and a suicide. My two swindlers are 
transported ; my fiero and heroine mar- 
ried ; and my old Captain, worn down' 
with age and more* by hard service, 
quietly laid under the turf, and the sol-' 

dicrr 
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dier's honourable grave bedewed with the 
tear of his sorrowing relatives. 

And BOW, according to the system of 
all conclusions^ I know very well, that i^ 
will be expected I should take a retrospec- 
tionof all my several characters, and 
inform the reader, as these pages close^ 
how they were^ at the time of tliat closure^ 
cimployed. 

Henry and his Charlotte beheld their 
happiness incriease with each succeeding 
day ; no domestic jars disturb their 
felicity ; each loving and beloved, each, 

equally good humoured, lively, generous, 

• - ^^ • » 

and sincere. They know not sorrow, 
but as it reaches them through the suffer- 
ings of their fellow mortals, which they 
strive, as much as in their power, to alle- 
viate, and which heartfelt delight is given 
their benevolent and feeling bosoms to 

know 
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know by their possession of au ample 
fortune. 

Mrs. Clarkson,' living wfth her son and 
daughter, and having much leisure time 
on her hands, is throwing her thoughts 
together into some kind of for-m, and o^ 
a dry and heterogeneous mixture, means 
to make of them an Historical Romance ; 
and she expects that any bookseller wilt 
bq very happy to purchase the copyright 
for an hundred guineas ! //. . 

One vice has been often known correct 
another, and I am really such an old 
fashioned mortal^ as to consider excessive 
dissipation a vice. Cards were always 
banished from Mr, Mordaunt's parties, 
whenever his daughter, the beautiful 
widow, Lady Warrington, appeared in 
them, fearful that the very sight of them 
might too strongly remind her of the fata^ 

^ exit 
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exit oCJbfK wf etched tmsband. Thos^ from 
^ 1^ b^k^i olor^ver playmg, carda uot only 
li^ciilne; Indifferent to her, but, in the end, 
she viewed tbem as objects of disgust ; 
but her violent spirits, always as easily 
depressed by 'sorrow as highly elevated by 
fictitious joy, became low, and her nerves 
were; in an alirming state of debility. 
Every amtisement was eagerly procured 
her by her fond father, and a love of 
'dissipation, the most confirmed and varied 
has succeeded to a love of gaitoing, which 
is noiv 'become her aversion. 

• The worthy Mr. Elford and his blind 

r ' 

daughter are- cherished friends of Air. 
aiid Mrs. Denbigh. Henry has appointed 
Mr. March his land steward. But EU 
ford. will not be deprived the pleasure of 
still regulating the accounts of the some- 
times 



times, too libend Denbigh^ und cafofntty 
collectiQg his rents* Whiles he make^-idl 
bis tenants happy, and repays his bene^ 
factor with bis care and integrity. 

Lady Dorimoo i$ still the finest drest 
lady at all the city feasts j and her neif 
liveries and new carriage for the Lady 
Mayoress's rout» (where there is always 
room, as she tells every one, for her an4 
Sir Philip) are the general theme of conr 
versation/ both j^ast and West of Teniplf 
£ar. She talks as;much as ey^r ;; hjift |f 
we daily get forward in the refinements 
pf language, she render^a g|p4$^ requi- 
site for th^. greater part pf[ l^er^ k^af:^n 
to understand her conv:ensa(U9n. .. 

' Her son has lately paid much attention 
to the homely Miss Scrimp, whose father 
has promised another ten thousand to Heir 

present 
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present fortiine, to be pftid on the day of 
her marriage. 

Old Caseknife, now near ninety years 
of age, may yet be seen attendiijg at tlie 
Banky either receiving his dividends, or 
placing more money in that emporium of 
wealth. He still sports the old spencer of 
his own making, and whoever has seen 
him once, will be sure to recognize him 
when again he meets him. 

Many imagfne that the world' must be - 
very bed indeed, when those who are . 
formed to be its brightest ornaments, run 
away from it. But Major Farringdon 
seemed to bid fair at becomings a very 
misanthrope. Yet why should he hate - 
and shun mankind ? — ^They had not in- 
jured him, it was he only who had injured 
himself, by preferring the empty boast 
and applause of family pride to the amia* 

We 



\ 
\ 
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ble object wbd- bad sp truly captivated 
bis heart He retired sqlely to tbe 
country, where his only recreatioa, thtei:e 
were solitary walks, or in snaring the 
finny tribe; while, as he patiently endured 
what I consider enolrgh to weary the 
patlenee of Job himself, sitting whole 
days with his rod aixl line, without getting 
one bite, a tear from his fine eyes would 
sometimes drop in the stream, in regret of 
his ever beloved Charlotte ! The Major's 
wts no common mind'; neither Kwas 
bis love or its consequent sorrows of a 
common ri^ture. 

He generally coufined himsslf to close 
'study in his library all the morning, and he 
took care that his studies should be of f bat 
abstruse kind, as mighi serve to banisb^ 
as much as possible, the fond remem- 
brauce of one who was now the wife of 

.^ another 
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SIS 



another. I do not think our crim. con, 
votaries would be at all inclined to follow 
such a praiseworthy example ; but how 
aaucb better would it be for them, and 
their future peace of mind, if, before they 
plunge in such dishonourable guilt, they 
would but pause, and ^^^ consider of if* 

Major Farringdon was continually em* 
ployed in nmking observatiotis on the va- 
riations of the needle ; and persuaded 
himself that he had actually made a very 
easy, discovery of finding out the longi- 
tude ! ! ! 

That dry part of History which seems 
to be a mere political gatette, formed an- 
other part of his studies, while he-averted 
bis. attention from all those interesting 
anecdotes which chiefly render the records 
i>f former ages entertaining ; but he de-* 

clared 
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ckred • they only served to make ^ 
History a factitious mirror of error aimi 
deception. ' - 

So totally lost to that world of fashion 
be had long adorned, became the faaod« 
some and elegant Major Farringdon| 
Who found, when too late, that the im* 
pression made on his heart and mipd by 
the innocent and lovely Charlotte was 
more deep and indelible than he had ever 
imagined. One only pleasure he now 
allowed himself, and in that he in- 
dulged himself most liberally; it was 
in following the dictates of a most bene* 
yolent and feeling £eart^ to administer to 
the wants of the idtstrest and neecfy 
asipngstmanjqnd ! 

And now, my kiiidand patbnt readers, 
who have been go6d enough to peruse 
this motley work, from, beginning to end, 

and 



* 

Mid :to|i(iieh ftlotisei nmist I tiddrsssr iriyse^ 
you will find thai I have kept my iwerdi' 
iufbea I ]toId you, in the beginning,: tliat I 
Would give the history of some cbaractei^ 
who wejre victims to this procrastinating 
thDught or sentence of *•/// consider of 
it'^ add in Major Farringdon and Mr. 
DorimOQ/you will behold two who might 
trurly b0 called victims. For white 
Major Earringdon took so long consider-' 
ing whether or no he should nobly over^ 
step the fastidious rules imposed upon 
him by high birth and family tonnex-ions, 
and while the hundsoiiie tj^outig citizen^ , 
DorimbUy just -^n the pcnnt of oiUing 
Charlotte Glarkson his own for life, put 
off with the sentence of ^^Fll consider qf 
itj' the misery hei never meant tq relieve^ 
comes an> handsome ^y East Indian, all 
heaTtyv. all generc^ity, and possessed pf 
trlie nobleness of soul and sentiment, and 

snatches 



fil6 
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snatches off the the bright prize from 
theac two comiderihg viv^ib. 

And are we not, all of ujs, in some 
degree, victims to either the want of 
consideration^ or of considering too 
much? Had my good predecessor, the 
author of " Thinks I to Myself,'' ha^e 
but considered^ as much as he thought^ 
or seemed to thinks his work would 
have made its way by its owtt merit 
which, I must say, I cannot think it is 
entitled to that alone, for its late sue* 
cess; and had its publisher hut consider' 
ed of it, he would not certainly have 
ven tured on a seoenth edition ill 

AutHbrs are, in general, a people who 
Consider most ; yet they do not consider 
'enough ; if they did^ how much time, 
labour, ink and paper would be spared, 
ere the once spotless page was covered 

with 
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with the tr^sh^ which ive see too often . 
presented to the worlH ! 

B<k>ksellers and publkfaers consider 
also» in general, a great deal ; they can* 
sider the enormous price of paper, prints 
ing, advertisements/ &c. &c. and, indeed^ 
I must do them the justice to slay, that 
these connderatians are certainly very 
weighty. But then they are rather apt 
to consider too much; tiil the result of 
their prudent considerations is often to 
doom eternally to oblivion, a worJc of , 
merit, which might have happened to be 
justly appreciated by tlie puhlic,^ been 
of profit to tbemscives, and adva4itage 
to the fame of its author. 

But of what description, >my indulgent 
waders, is the work no>v before you? ^ 
To/you it belongs to determine, I only 
know, that it is a compound of leisure 

voL> III. L thoughts, 
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tfaougbts; whitntical ideaa^ and a few 
observations and! anecdol;es amongst the 
passing scenes of ordinary life ; these I 
have' thrown together for your amuse«« 
menti and — my own profit. 

Much has an author to dread, much to 
endure! The tastes of men are as vari- 
able as their faces ; and, I am sorry to 
say, there are many who are more ready 
to censure than to praise. I have, how-^ 
ever, never heeded the soi disunt critic, 
and ^i^. praise or censure makes no more 
impression on me, than houses traced on 
tho sand, as the whirlwind passes over 
it I dread only the frown of the truly 
learned, and the contempt of. the. ele-^ 
gant writer,^ who is possessed of well- 
earned fame. If such an one is with me, 
in my literary attempts, I care not who 
may be against me : and I know the wise 

are 






• _f 



I LL CONSIDER QF IT. . SJp 

are ever lenient, and where, in a work 
like this, so liable to erFor, tbey fiod here 
and there afaalt, they will, I trust, ^^ oon^ 
^ider it not too deeply T 



n, * 



FINIS. 



f lumnmr 6c BrewU, Priater»« Love Laut, Little Easicbeap* 
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Books now publishing hy T. Tegg. 



Dr. ParkinsU Young Manis Pest Companion. 

Thii Day wai paUlshedy neatly printed in Duodecimoy and embellished with 
a fine Engraringy Number I. to be eon^mied Weekly, and convicted in 
Fourteen ]|iii0bert» Price EisbtoenceeaehA of • . 

DR. PARKIJ^S'S, 

YOUN^ MAN'S BEST COMPANION, 

Or ttUT'IKSTRVCTORi containing Reading, W(ititts,^d AitCiviietic, in 
an mkr way than any publisl^^ with Instructions to qualify any Person 
xor Business, without die hc;|ip of a Jiaster. l 

' * ^ 

Tegg's New Chronology, corrected to 1811* 

7his Day was published, in One Pocket Volume, price 5s. M. In- boards, or 6s. 

bound and lettered, 

THE NEW CHRONOLOGY, 

Or HISTORUN'S POCKET COMPA/f lOtf, beiflt an^authentic Regis- 
ter of Events from thef^ earliest Period to the present Time, comprehending 
an Epitomepf Universal Histoiy, ancient and i^odsm* /I^whkJrJs^ prefixed, 
an Introductory Essay on the Principles of ChrO}iblc«>f, the Grand Division 
of Time, remarhable Historical. ^ras|: .Arc. Cpna^UeeTby THOMAS TEGG. 



Tegg^s New Musicid Magazine, 

TOR THE GERMAN FLUTE AND VIOLIN. 

This Day was published. Number I. to be continued weekly, and ooropleted 
in Tliir^-three Numbers, price EtKhtpencefach, of 

TEGG'S NEW MUSICAL MAGAZINE, 

For the German Flute and Viofin : consisting of a choice Collection of origi- 
>lial and selected popular Airs, Glees, Duets, Trios, Marches, ftc. 



ffassei^ prawing Meigaziney - 

WITH FCMJR iiJJNDRED tNGRAVlNOS, 

This Day Is pIbUshcd, I«fdnib«r I.' price #Si3tpence| of 

HASSEL'S DRAWING MAGAZINE 

Of Rural'Scenery, of tlie Self*tau^ht artist* consisting ^f Views^m Nature, 
Cottage and Mountain Scenery,^ River and Coast Views, Shipping, Charac- 
ters of Trees, Rocks, &c« 



* 



"Capital Source of Evening* s A mttsemenf^ 

This Day U pubfished;, price Two Shillings and Sixpenoof^main'ng Thretf 

Caricatures, Number I. of . 

ROWLANDSON'S CARICATURE MAGAZINE. 
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